
Delaware  State  Police
S.O.A.R. Searching for Wanted
Sex Offenders
The  Delaware  State  Police  Sex  Offender  Apprehension  and
Registration  Unit  (S.O.A.R.)  is  currently  looking  for  the
following wanted sex offenders after they either failed to
register or re-register at their current address. If anyone
knows  the  location  of  these  individuals,  please  call
302-672-5306.  Information  may  also  be  provided  by
contacting  Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at  1-800-847-3333.
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Delaware  State  Police
Announces New Chaplain
The  Delaware  State  Police  (DSP)  is  proud  to  announce  the
appointment of Pastor Tobe Witmer as its newest chaplain.
Pastor  Witmer  brings  a  wealth  of  leadership  experience,
community  engagement,  and  counseling  expertise  to  this
critical  role,  which  supports  the  emotional  and  spiritual
well-being of law enforcement personnel and their families.
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Pastor Witmer is currently a Newark resident and has been a
dedicated community leader for over three decades. He holds a
bachelor’s and master’s degree from Bob Jones University and
was awarded an honorary doctorate in 2020 from South India
Baptist  College.  His  longstanding  relationship  with  DSP
includes serving as an Honorary Commander since 2017 and as a
member of the Delaware State Police Advisory Council since
2023.

Pastor Witmer is a certified corporate chaplain with extensive
training  in  relational  skills,  crisis  management,  suicide
prevention,  and  counseling.  His  career  highlights  include
pioneering  Lighthouse  Baptist  Church  in  Newark,  Delaware,
where  he  served  as  Lead  Pastor  for  over  21  years,  and
establishing Safe Helps Group Inc., a nonprofit organization
dedicated to suicide prevention and education.

Throughout  his  career,  Pastor  Witmer  has  demonstrated  a
steadfast commitment to serving individuals and families. As
the Delaware State Police Chaplain, he will provide critical
support to troopers and civilian personnel during times of
crisis, as well as spiritual guidance and mentorship.

“We are honored to welcome Pastor Witmer to the Delaware State
Police family,” said Colonel William Crotty, Superintendent of
the  Delaware  State  Police.  “His  extensive  knowledge  and



dedication to helping others will strengthen our ability to
support the women and men who serve our communities.”

Pastor  Witmer’s  appointment  reinforces  DSP’s  ongoing
commitment  to  fostering  a  culture  of  care  and  resilience
within its ranks. Please join us in welcoming Pastor Witmer as
he embarks on this meaningful role, which is crucial to our
mission.

 

Delaware  State  Police
Announces Arrival of New Bell
429 Global Ranger Helicopters
The Delaware State Police (DSP) Aviation Section is proud to
announce  the  acquisition  of  two  state-of-the-art  Bell  429
Global  Ranger  helicopters.  These  cutting-edge  aircraft,
designed  to  save  lives  and  combat  crime,  touched  down  in
Delaware on December 3, 2024, following a nearly year-long
fabrication  process  in  Mirabel,  Quebec,  Canada,  and  Piney
Flats, Tennessee.

After  years  of  operating  with  a  reduced  fleet  of  three
helicopters, the decision was made to increase the fleet to
four. One of the existing aircraft was traded in to facilitate
this  upgrade  as  part  of  the  acquisition  process.  This
strategic move ensured the modernization of the fleet without
compromising operational readiness. Operating with only three
helicopters had previously led to an accelerated maintenance
schedule,  limited  training  opportunities,  and  reduced
redundancy  during  mechanical  issues.
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In  keeping  with  Delaware’s  tradition  of  valuing  unique
identifiers,  such  as  low-digit  license  plates,  the  tail
numbers  of  these  new  helicopters—  “N2SP”  and  “N71SP”—pay
homage to the proud history of DSP aircraft.

The  Bell  429  helicopters  come  equipped  with  numerous
advancements  in  aviation  technology.  These  include  modern
digital  gauges,  updated  monitors,  and  an  enhanced  camera
system. Notably, these are the first law enforcement Bell 429
helicopters to feature a rear-view camera, providing pilots
with an improved field of view during takeoff and landing.
Additionally,  the  aircraft  boasts  a  lightweight  interior
design, enhancing accessibility and reducing overall weight.

The DSP Aviation Section has flown 526 patients to area trauma
centers in 2024, a number expected to grow as DSP paramedics
prepare to carry and administer whole blood to critically ill
patients. To support this initiative, the new helicopters are
equipped with blood warmers for lifesaving transfusions. They
also feature upgraded medical equipment, including Zoll Heart
Monitors, advanced airway management devices, ventilators, and
infusion pumps.

Captain Jeff Whitmarsh, Aviation Commander, remarked, “These
new  aircraft  represent  a  significant  leap  forward  in  our
mission to serve and protect the people of Delaware. I have no
doubt that they will save lives from their very first mission.
Our highly trained crews are ready to support law enforcement,
fire personnel, ground medics, and the general public. These
helicopters enhance our capacity, efficiency, and capability
to serve the First State from above.”

 

 



*Update – Victim Identified*
State  Police  Investigating
Fatal Pedestrian Crash in New
Castle
The Delaware State Police have identified 44-year-old Edward
Gallagher of New Castle, Delaware as the man who died in the
fatal pedestrian crash on Saturday night.

The Delaware State Police Troop 2 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this crash. Troopers are asking
anyone who witnessed this collision to please contact Sergeant
J. Jefferson by calling 302-365-8484. Information may also be
provided by sending a private Facebook message to the Delaware
State  Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime,
or you have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.
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*Update – Victim Identified*
State  Police  Investigating
Fatal  Two-Vehicle  Crash  in
Wilmington
The Delaware State Police have identified 32-year-old Shamar
Backus of Wilmington, Delaware as the woman who died in the
two-vehicle fatal crash on Thursday. 

The Delaware State Police Troop 2 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this crash. Troopers are asking
anyone who witnessed this collision to please contact Sergeant
J. Jefferson by calling 302-365-8484. Information may also be
provided by sending a private Facebook message to the Delaware
State  Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime,
or you have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

 

*Update – Victim Identified*

https://dsp.delaware.gov/2024/12/09/update-victim-identified-state-police-investigating-fatal-two-vehicle-crash-in-wilmington/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2024/12/09/update-victim-identified-state-police-investigating-fatal-two-vehicle-crash-in-wilmington/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2024/12/09/update-victim-identified-state-police-investigating-fatal-two-vehicle-crash-in-wilmington/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2024/12/09/update-victim-identified-state-police-investigating-fatal-two-vehicle-crash-in-wilmington/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2024/12/08/state-police-investigating-fatal-two-vehicle-crash-in-wilmington/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FDSPNewsroom&data=05%7C01%7Cjason.hatchell%40delaware.gov%7C15a1443d1b6148d522f708daf5991561%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C638092335083389996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G1P5n5dXnMod4SO6KHk4tE%2FnDpJn6HR3UwEulHkiKb0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FDSPNewsroom&data=05%7C01%7Cjason.hatchell%40delaware.gov%7C15a1443d1b6148d522f708daf5991561%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C638092335083389996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G1P5n5dXnMod4SO6KHk4tE%2FnDpJn6HR3UwEulHkiKb0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdelaware.crimestoppersweb.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjason.hatchell%40delaware.gov%7C15a1443d1b6148d522f708daf5991561%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C638092335083389996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=go4KTzN7W82ZJod%2FFbNbmNACCztGUMXVdZRLrRNUORU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawarevictimservices.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cleonard.demalto%40delaware.gov%7C2bee11abe15c48d5660008da256833e9%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637863426719941076%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sBPTIxr0RP1IJakpL%2FRVWtGtaibYbRrcN9tki1ncOpU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2024/12/09/update-victim-identified-state-police-investigating-fatal-three-vehicle-crash-near-millsboro/


State  Police  Investigating
Fatal  Three-Vehicle  Crash
Near Millsboro
The Delaware State Police have identified 79-year-old Barbara
Hageman of Millsboro, Delaware as the woman who died in the
three-vehicle fatal crash Friday.

The Delaware State Police Troop 7 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this crash. Troopers are asking
anyone who witnessed this collision to please contact Master
Corporal R. Albert by calling 302-703-3266. Information may
also be provided by sending a private Facebook message to the
Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime,
or you have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

State  Police  Investigating
Fatal Pedestrian Crash in New
Castle
The Delaware State Police are investigating a fatal pedestrian
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crash that occurred last night in New Castle that left one man
dead.

On December 7, 2024, at approximately 11:16 p.m., a Toyota
Tacoma was traveling southbound in the right lane on North
Dupont  Highway  north  of  Christiana  Road.  The  preliminary
investigation  revealed  that  a  pedestrian,  wearing  dark
clothing, entered the southbound lane and into the Tacoma’s
path of travel. As a result, the front of the Tacoma hit the
pedestrian.

The pedestrian, a 44-year-old man from New Castle, Delaware,
was taken to an area hospital, where he later died. His name
is being withheld until his family is notified.

The  driver  of  the  Tacoma,  a  38-year-old  man  from  Smyrna,
Delaware, was not injured.

The roadway was closed for approximately two hours while the
scene was investigated and cleared.

The Delaware State Police Troop 2 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this crash. Troopers are asking
anyone who witnessed this collision to please contact Sergeant
J. Jefferson by calling 302-365-8484. Information may also be
provided by sending a private Facebook message to the Delaware
State  Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime,
or you have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.
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State  Police  Investigating
Fatal  Two-Vehicle  Crash  in
Wilmington
The  Delaware  State  Police  are  investigating  a  fatal  two-
vehicle crash that occurred in Wilmington on Thursday that
left one woman dead.

On December 5, 2024, at approximately 10:20 a.m., a Honda
Civic was turning left onto East Lea Boulevard southbound from
Colony Boulevard. At the same time, a GMC Yukon was traveling
northbound on East Lea Boulevard passing the intersection at
Colony Boulevard. The preliminary investigation revealed that
the Honda pulled into the path of the GMC and as a result, the
front of the GMC hit the driver’s side of the Honda.

The driver of the Honda, an unrestrained 32-year-old woman
from Wilmington, Delaware, was taken to an area hospital with
life-threatening  injuries.  An  unrestrained  front  seat
passenger,  a  28-year-old  woman,  also  from  Wilmington,
Delaware,  was  taken  to  an  area  hospital  with  non-life-
threatening injuries.

The driver of the GMC, a 36-year-old man from Wilmington,
Delaware  was  taken  to  an  area  hospital  with  non-life-
threatening  injuries.

On December 7, 2024, the driver of the Honda died from her
injuries.  Her  name  is  being  withheld  until  her  family  is
notified.

The roadway was closed for approximately three hours while the
scene was investigated and cleared.
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The Delaware State Police Troop 2 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this crash. Troopers are asking
anyone who witnessed this collision to please contact Sergeant
J. Jefferson by calling 302-365-8484. Information may also be
provided by sending a private Facebook message to the Delaware
State  Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime,
or you have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

 

State  Police  Investigating
Fatal  Three-Vehicle  Crash
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Near Millsboro
Delaware State Police are investigating a fatal three-vehicle
crash that occurred near Millsboro yesterday that left one
woman dead.

On  December  6,  2024,  at  approximately  5:56  p.m.,  a  Ram
Promaster  was  traveling  westbound  on  Coolspring  Road
approaching the stop sign at Harbeson Road. At the same time,
a Nissan Sentra was traveling southbound on Harbeson Road
approaching Coolspring Road. A third vehicle, a Jeep Grand
Cherokee,  was  traveling  northbound  on  Harbeson  Road
approaching  Coolspring  Road.  For  reasons  still  under
investigation, the Promaster passed the stop sign and as a
result, the right front of the Promaster hit the driver’s side
of the Nissan. Debris from the crash then hit the Jeep causing
minor damage.

The driver of the Nissan, an 86-year-old man from Millsboro,
Delaware, was taken to an area hospital with serious injuries.
A passenger, a 79-year-old woman, also from Millsboro, was
taken to an area hospital where she later died. Her name is
being withheld until her family is notified.

The driver of the Promaster, a 29-year-old man from Salisbury,
Maryland suffered minor injuries and refused transport to the
hospital.

The  driver  of  the  Jeep,  a  32-year-old  man  from  Lincoln,
Delaware, was not injured.

The Delaware State Police Troop 7 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this crash. Troopers are asking
anyone who witnessed this collision to please contact Master
Corporal R. Albert by calling 302-703-3266. Information may
also be provided by sending a private Facebook message to the
Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at
1-800-847-3333.
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If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime,
or you have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

*Update – Victim Identified*
State  Police  Investigating
Fatal  Pedestrian  Crash  in
Wilmington
The Delaware State Police have identified 58-year-old Nancy
Szal of Wilmington, Delaware, as the woman who died in a fatal
pedestrian crash in Wilmington on Thursday night.

The Delaware State Police Troop 2 Collision Reconstruction
Unit  continues  to  investigate  this  incident.  Troopers  are
asking anyone who witnessed this collision to please contact
Master Corporal M. Calio by calling 302-365-8483. Information
may also be provided by sending a private Facebook message to
the  Delaware  State  Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime
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Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime,
or you have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.
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