
State  Police  Investigating
Shooting at Waffle House in
Newark
The Delaware State Police are investigating a shooting that
occurred early Saturday morning that left 4 people injured at
a Waffle House in Newark.

On  July  18,  2026,  at  approximately  12:10  a.m.,  troopers
responded to the Waffle House, located at 1450 Pulaski Highway
in Newark, for a report of a shooting.  When troopers arrived,
they found three people, in the parking lot, suffering from
gunshot wounds. A 20-year-old man from New Castle, Delaware, a
19-year-old man from Bear, Delaware, and an 18-year woman from
Wilmington,  Delaware,  were  taken  to  an  area  hospital  for
serious and non-life-threatening injuries. A fourth victim, a
17-year-old female from New Castle, Delaware, later arrived at
the  hospital  by  personal  vehicle  with  non-life-threatening
injuries. The preliminary investigation revealed that unknown
suspect(s),  from  a  large  crowd  that  had  gathered  in  the
parking lot, fired multiple shots at the victims and fled the
scene.

The Delaware State Police Troop 2 Criminal Investigations Unit
continues to investigate this incident. Detectives ask anyone
with  information  relevant  to  the  investigation  to  contact
Detective H. Carroll at (302) 365-8467.  Information may also
be  provided  by  sending  a  private  Facebook  message  to  the
Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at
(800) 847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  has  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  needs
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
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resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

 

 

State  Police  Issues  Sex
Offender Notifications
The  Delaware  State  Police  Sex  Offender  Apprehension  and
Registration  Unit  (SOAR)  is  issuing  the  following  public
notifications of homeless and wanted sex offenders.

Wanted Sex Offenders
SOAR  is  currently  looking  for  the  following  wanted  sex
offenders after they either failed to register or re-register
at their current address.  If anyone knows the location of
these individuals, please call (302) 739-5882.  Information
may also be provided by contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at
(800)  847-3333.   The  individuals  shown  represent  only  a
portion of the current wanted sex offenders. Please see the
Delaware Sex Offender Registry website for the complete list.

mailto:DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2026/07/17/state-police-issues-sex-offender-notifications-27/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2026/07/17/state-police-issues-sex-offender-notifications-27/
https://sexoffender.dsp.delaware.gov/?/Search/SearchType/wanted


 

 

https://sexoffender.dsp.delaware.gov/?/Detail/00000766
https://sexoffender.dsp.delaware.gov/?/Detail/00002044


 

 

https://sexoffender.dsp.delaware.gov/?/Detail/00008172
https://sexoffender.dsp.delaware.gov/?/Detail/00006236


 

 

https://sexoffender.dsp.delaware.gov/?/Detail/00001875
https://sexoffender.dsp.delaware.gov/?/Detail/00006692


 

 

Homeless Sex Offenders
The  following  individuals  are  not  wanted  for  failing  to
register or re-register at their current address.  This is a
public notification about a homeless sex offender.  If you
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have information that the listed individuals are occupying a
residence, please call (302) 739-5882. Information may also be
provided  by  contacting  Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at  (800)
847-3333.   The  individuals  shown  are  recently  reported
homeless and represent only a portion of the current homeless
sex offenders. Please see the Delaware Sex Offender Registry
website for the complete list.
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Fatal  Motorcycle  Crash  in
Wilmington
The Delaware State Police identified 25-year-old Jose Vergara
Guadarrama, from Newark, Delaware, as the man who died in the
fatal motorcycle crash that occurred late Sunday night in
Wilmington.

The  Delaware  State  Police  Collision  Reconstruction  Unit
continues to investigate this crash. Troopers ask anyone who
witnessed the collision, or has related video, to contact
Master  Corporal  R.  Kunicki  by  calling  (302)  365-8417.
Information may also be provided by sending a private Facebook
message to the Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware
Crime Stoppers at (800) 847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  has  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  needs
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

*Update – Victim Identified*
State  Police  Investigating
Fatal  Pedestrian  Crash  on
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Whiteleysburg  Road  in
Harrington
The Delaware State Police has identified 62-year-old Jimmy
Burgess, of Harrington, Delaware, as the man who died in the
fatal  pedestrian  crash  that  occurred  Monday  night  in
Harrington.

The Delaware State Police Troop 3 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this crash. Troopers ask anyone
who has information about the crash to contact Sergeant M.
Long at (302) 698-8518. Information may also be provided by
sending  a  private  Facebook  message  to  the  Delaware  State
Police  or  by  contacting Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  has  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  needs
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

State  Police  Investigating
Fatal  Pedestrian  Crash  on
Whiteleysburg  Road  in
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Harrington
The Delaware State Police are investigating a fatal pedestrian
crash that occurred Monday night on Whiteleysburg Road in
Harrington.

On July 13, 2026, at approximately 10:45 p.m., a Chevrolet
Silverado was traveling westbound, near the 1500 block of
Whiteleysburg  Road.  The  preliminary  investigation  revealed
that a pedestrian was reportedly lying in the roadway. As a
result,  the  Silverado  was  unable  to  stop  and  struck  the
pedestrian.

The pedestrian, a 62-year-old man from Harrington, Delaware,
was taken to an area hospital where he was pronounced dead.
His name is being withheld until his family is notified.

The driver of the Silverado, a 17-year-old male from Milton,
Delaware, was not injured.

The roadway was closed for approximately 3 hours while the
scene was investigated and cleared.

The Delaware State Police Troop 3 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this crash. Troopers ask anyone
who has information about the crash to contact Sergeant M.
Long at (302) 698-8518. Information may also be provided by
sending  a  private  Facebook  message  to  the  Delaware  State
Police  or  by  contacting Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  has  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  needs
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

https://dsp.delaware.gov/2026/07/14/state-police-investigating-fatal-pedestrian-crash-on-whiteleysburg-road-in-harrington/
https://www.facebook.com/DSPNewsroom
https://www.facebook.com/DSPNewsroom
https://www.p3tips.com/tipform.aspx?ID=346&CX=040404
https://www.delawarevictimservices.org/
mailto:DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov


State  Police  Investigating
Fatal  Motorcycle  Crash  in
Wilmington
The Delaware State Police is investigating a fatal motorcycle
crash that occurred late Sunday night in Wilmington.

On  July  12,  2026,  at  approximately  11:00  p.m.,  a  Honda
Passport was stopped at a red light in the outside turn lane
on  eastbound  Main  Street,  preparing  to  turn  left  onto
northbound Limestone Road. A Mazda CX-5 was stopped behind the
Honda.  At  the  same  time  a  Kawasaki  Ninja  was  traveling
southbound on Limestone Road approaching the right turn lanes
connecting to westbound Main Street. For reasons currently
being investigated, the Kawasaki failed to negotiate the turn
and  continued  straight,  striking  the  curb  of  the  traffic
island. As a result, the rider was ejected from the motorcycle
before sliding underneath the stopped Honda. Simultaneously,
his helmet landed on the stopped Mazda.

The  motorcycle  operator,  a  25-year-old  man  from  Newark,
Delaware, was taken to an area hospital with life-threatening
injuries. On July 13, 2026, the man died as a result of the
injuries he sustained during the crash. His name is being
withheld until his family is notified.

The  Honda’s  driver,  a  38-year-old  woman  from  Wilmington,
Delaware,  and  the  Mazda’s  driver,  a  29-year-old  man  from
Hummelstown, Pennsylvania, were not injured.

The roadway was closed for approximately 3.5 hours while the
scene was investigated and cleared.
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The  Delaware  State  Police  Collision  Reconstruction  Unit
continues to investigate this crash. Troopers ask anyone who
witnessed the collision, or has related video, to contact
Master  Corporal  R.  Kunicki  by  calling  (302)  365-8417.
Information may also be provided by sending a private Facebook
message to the Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware
Crime Stoppers at (800) 847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  has  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  needs
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

State  Police  Issues  Sex
Offender Notifications
The  Delaware  State  Police  Sex  Offender  Apprehension  and
Registration  Unit  (SOAR)  is  issuing  the  following  public
notifications of homeless and wanted sex offenders.

Wanted Sex Offenders
SOAR  is  currently  looking  for  the  following  wanted  sex
offenders after they either failed to register or re-register
at their current address.  If anyone knows the location of
these individuals, please call (302) 739-5882.  Information
may also be provided by contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at
(800)  847-3333.   The  individuals  shown  represent  only  a
portion of the current wanted sex offenders. Please see the
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Delaware Sex Offender Registry website for the complete list.
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Homeless Sex Offenders
The  following  individuals  are  not  wanted  for  failing  to
register or re-register at their current address.  This is a
public notification about a homeless sex offender.  If you
have information that the listed individuals are occupying a
residence, please call (302) 739-5882. Information may also be
provided  by  contacting  Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at  (800)
847-3333.   The  individuals  shown  are  recently  reported
homeless and represent only a portion of the current homeless
sex offenders. Please see the Delaware Sex Offender Registry
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website for the complete list.
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Single-Vehicle Fatal Crash on
Hastings Farm Road in Seaford
The Delaware State Police has identified 25-year-old Kesnel
Similien, of Seaford, Delaware, as the man who died in the
single-vehicle fatal crash Friday morning in Seaford.

The  Delaware  State  Police  Collision  Reconstruction  Unit
continues to investigate this crash. Troopers ask anyone who
witnessed the crash or has video to contact Master Corporal J.
Smith at (302) 703-3267. Information may also be provided by
sending  a  private  Facebook  message  to  the  Delaware  State
Police  or  by  contacting Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  has  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  needs
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

State  Police  Investigating
Single-Vehicle Fatal Crash on
Hastings Farm Road in Seaford
The Delaware State Police are investigating a single-vehicle
fatal crash that occurred this morning on Hastings Farm Road
in Seaford.
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On  July  10,  2026,  at  approximately  6:40  a.m.,  a  Hyundai
Veloster was traveling southbound on Hastings Farm Road, north
of Coverdale Road, at an apparent high rate of speed. For
reasons still under investigation, the car ran off east side
of the road, struck a chain link fence, a parked vehicle in a
private driveway, overturned, and struck a tree.

The driver of the Hyundai, a 25-year-old man from Seaford,
Delaware, was pronounced dead at the scene. His name is being
withheld until his family is notified.

The roadway was closed for an extended time while the scene
was investigated and cleared.

The  Delaware  State  Police  Collision  Reconstruction  Unit
continues to investigate this crash. Troopers ask anyone who
witnessed the crash or has video to contact Master Corporal J.
Smith at (302) 703-3267. Information may also be provided by
sending  a  private  Facebook  message  to  the  Delaware  State
Police  or  by  contacting Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  has  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  needs
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

State  Police  Arrest  Dover
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Woman Following Traffic Stop
in Dover
The  Delaware  State  Police  (DSP)  is  aware  of  a  video
circulating  on  social  media  depicting  a  traffic  stop  and
the subsequent arrest of the driver in Dover, Delaware, on
Tuesday, July 7, 2026.   As with all incidents involving a
response  to  resistance,  a  proactive  internal  review
was  initiated  immediately  following  the  arrest  and  is
currently underway. We feel it is important to provide some
context  for  the  video  to  provide  clarity,  promote
transparency, and reinforce the trust between our agency and
the community we serve. 

On July 7, at approximately 6:05 p.m., a trooper conducted a
traffic stop in the area of S. Bay Road and Lafferty Lane in
Dover after a computer inquiry indicated that the registration
on a Mercury Grand Marquis was suspended due to an uninsured
motorist violation.  The trooper conducted a traffic stop and
spoke with the driver, 38-year-old Sierra Hopkins of Dover,
Delaware, and four juvenile passengers.  It was learned that
Hopkins’ license was also suspended and that she had been
pulled over and cited by DSP five days prior for the same
violations.  Hopkins  confirmed  that  her  insurance  had  been
canceled  but  that  she  was  working  to  fix  it.   Based  on
the initial conversation, the trooper informed Hopkins that
she was being issued traffic citations but that he would not
tow  the  vehicle  due  to  her  circumstances,  even  though  he
should  have,  given  public  safety.   A  verbal  disagreement
ensued  between  Hopkins  and  the  trooper.   Hopkins
received  a  citation  and  drove  away  in  her  vehicle.  

Upon  returning  to  his  patrol  vehicle,  the
trooper  determined  that,  given  the  circumstances  and
divisional policy, the vehicle should have been towed.  As a
result, the trooper conducted a secondary traffic stop in the
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left-turn  lane  on  E.  Lebanon  Road  near  the  entrance  to
McDonald’s,  as  shown  in  the  social  media  video.   The
trooper advised Hopkins that his decision had changed and that
he  was  towing  the  vehicle,  and  requested  that  she  drive
her vehicle into the McDonald’s parking lot.  Hopkins refused
to  move  her  car  and  further  refused  orders  to  exit  the
vehicle.  The trooper then began to physically remove Hopkins
from her vehicle, but she resisted and clung to the steering
wheel to prevent removal.  The trooper then presented his
taser, at which point Hopkins exited. Hopkins was verbally
ordered  to  lie  on  the  ground,  and  when  she  refused,  the
trooper used physical force to move her to the ground to take
her into custody.  Hopkins continued to resist, kicking the
trooper and scratching his face with her fingernails.  The
trooper then used defensive strikes and stepped away from
Hopkins  to  deploy  his  taser.  With  the  help  of  responding
troopers, she was taken into custody. 

Hopkins was taken to Troop 3, where she was charged with the
offenses listed below, arraigned by the Justice of the Peace
Court, and committed to the Delaware Department of Correction
on a $10,000 cash bond: 

Assault Second Degree Injure a Law Enforcement Officer
(Felony) 
Resisting Arrest with Force or Violence that Injures or
Struggles with Peace Officer Causing Injury (Felony) 
Endangering the Welfare of a Child – 4 counts 
Criminal Mischief Under $1,000 
Driving While Suspended or Revoked 
Failure to Have Required Insurance 
Additional license and registration violations 

The Delaware State Police seeks to gather all relevant and
available  information,  and  asks  that  anyone  who
directly  witnessed  the  incident  or  has  video  contact
Lieutenant  J.  Jones  at  Troop  3  at  (302)  698-8449.  



“While the trooper was authorized and expected to tow the
vehicle, we acknowledge and recognize that the perception of
the  second  stop  and  the  events  that  occurred
after have generated a lot of questions,” said Colonel William
D. Crotty, Superintendent of the Delaware State Police. “The
events  surrounding  the  arrest  are  being
reviewed. Additionally, we are working with members of our
Police  Accountability  Committee  to  ensure  transparency  and
address any questions that may arise from the community.  As
we work through this incident, we remind those we serve that
the best course of action in situations that you feel are
unjust is to comply with lawful orders and follow up with
troop supervision or the Office of Professional Responsibility
about  your  concerns.  As  always,  we  remain  committed  to
upholding the trust and partnership in the community that we
serve.” 


