
Troopers  Apprehend  Habitual
Car Thief

Charles R. Mason IV

New Castle – Delaware State Police have arrested an Elsmere
man responsible for the theft of multiple vehicles, occurring
over the span of five weeks, one of which was a carjacking,
with children in the vehicle.

On  Sunday,  January  7,  2018,  at  approximately  11:08  p.m.,
Troopers responded to the Wawa, located at 4000 N. DuPont
Highway,  New  Castle,  for  a  vehicle  theft  that  had  just
occurred. Upon arrival at the scene Troopers were advised by a
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Wawa employee, that he had started his 2013 Hyundai Elantra,
to warm it up, and then went back inside the store to finish
his shift, leaving the vehicle unlocked and running. Upon
returning to the lot a few minutes later, he discovered the
vehicle was gone.

While searching the area, Troopers were alerted by an area
resident, to a suspicious person, who was on foot in the area
of  Memorial  Drive  and  Karlin  Drive.  Troopers  located  the
subject, who was later identified as Charles R. Mason IV, 44,
of Elsmere, and took him in to custody without incident. With
information provided by another witness the Hyundai was also
recovered  in  the  Comcast  parking  lot,  located  at  4008  N.
DuPont Highway.

Through  various  investigative  leads  and  measures,  Troopers
were able to link Mason to multiple vehicle thefts, to include
a carjacking, as well as other related crimes, that took place
at the below listed locations on the specified dates. Mason
was also linked to vehicle thefts that occurred in both New
Castle  County  Police  and  City  of  Wilmington  Police
jurisdictions,  also  listed  below.

12/2/2017: Wawa, 2030 Limestone Road, Wilmington

12/07/2017: Meineke, 1512 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington

12/11/2017: Steve’s Centerville Inn, 1204 Centerville Road,
Wilmington

12/15/2017:  Comegys  Pub,  210  N.  Union  Street,  Wilmington
(Wilmington Police)

12/26/2017: Royal Farms, 3701 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington

12/26/2017: Joel’s Rest Stop, 3 Rock Avenue, Wilmington (New
Castle County Police)

01/04/2018: Wawa, 2030 Limestone Road, Wilmington



01/04/2018: The Car Shop, 2205 Mitch road, Wilmington

01/08/2018: Wawa, 4000 N. DuPont Highway, New Castle

Mason was charged with 7 counts of Theft of a Motor Vehicle, 2

counts of Carjacking 1st degree, 2 counts of Endangering the
Welfare of a Child, and 1 count each of Attempted Theft of a

Motor  Vehicle,  Theft  Under  $1500.00,  Criminal  Trespass  2nd

degree, and Criminal Mischief Under $1000.00.

Mason  was  arraigned  and  committed  to  the  Howard  R.  Young
Correctional Institution in lieu of $127,500.00 secured bond.

Anyone with further information regarding these incidents is
asked  to  contact  Cpl.  R.  Kunicki  at  Troop  6  by  calling
302-633-5000.  Information  may  also  be  provided  by  calling
Delaware crime stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 or via the internet
at http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

As we proceed through the cold winter months the Delaware
State Police would like to remind drivers NOT to leave their
cars running with keys in the ignition and unattended. Not
only is it illegal, but this practice has contributed to a
recent increase in auto thefts. There are a few simple steps
you can take to reduce the risk of losing your car to an
opportunistic thief:

STAY WITH THE CAR. It’s better to be cold for a few
minutes in your car while it warms up than to be left in
the cold while the thief drives it away.
LOCK THE DOORS. At all times when unoccupied.
GET A REMOTE STARTER. Remote starters are the safest way
to keep your car running while unattended. With the keys
out of the ignition, a thief can’t even put the car in
gear.
And  finally,  NEVER  leave  children  unattended  in  a
vehicle, running or not.

http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com/


 

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Master  Corporal
Michael Austin

Released:

-End- 010818 1600

Troopers  Arrest  Laurel  Man
after Pursuit and Crash near
Laurel
Laurel – The Delaware State Police have arrested a Laurel man
after he led troopers on a pursuit yesterday morning.

The preliminary investigation has determined at approximately
9:23 a.m. on Sunday, January 7, 2018 the Sussex Emergency
Operations Center (9-1-1) dispatched a “be on the lookout” for
a suspect named David S. Burns, who was last seen operating a
silver Mercedes-Benz passenger vehicle with a stolen license
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plate. The suspect was wanted by the Seaford Police Department
for the stolen tag and a pursuit which occurred on January 2,
2018. It was also known the suspect was wanted for a felony
warrant out of Troop 5, in Bridgeville for Burglary, Theft and
Criminal Mischief.

On January 7, 2018 at approximately 11:36 a.m. a trooper on
patrol observed the suspect vehicle on Seaford Road near the
intersection of Discount Land Road, Laurel. A computer check
was conducted on the suspect vehicle, as it pulled into the
parking lot of the Food Lion grocery store located at 30214
Sussex Highway, Laurel. After the fictitious registration was
confirmed on the silver Mercedes-Benz, the trooper attempted
to conduct a traffic stop in the parking lot activating his
emergency  equipment.  The  trooper  exited  his  vehicle  and
approached the suspect vehicle and the suspect drove away
exiting the parking lot. The suspect drove his vehicle toward
another patrol vehicle who positioned his vehicle on Discount
Land  Road  and  Sussex  Highway  to  prevent  the  suspect  from
entering the roadway. The Mercedes-Benz fled past the patrol
vehicle onto US 13 southbound towards County Seat Highway
(SR9).

The suspect drove in an aggressive manner and overtook several
vehicles on Sussex Highway before entering the right lane and
passing on the shoulder. The suspect recklessly disregarded
the red light at the intersection of Sussex Highway and County
Seat Highway and fled southbound at a high rate of speed. The
suspect then was observed traveling south in the northbound
lanes and turned onto Trussum Pond Road heading east. The
suspect continued to disregard police signals and made a U-
turn on Trussum Pond Road near Old Stage Road going west back
towards Sussex Highway. The pursuit was discontinued at this
point.  The  suspect  continued  his  reckless  driving  and
disregard for the red traffic light at Sussex Highway where he
collided  with  a  2015  Ford  F-150  in  the  northbound  lanes
operated by a 55 year old male of Virginia. He continued after



the initial crash and struck a 2016 Ford 4H, operated by a 66
year old female of Millsboro at the intersection of Sussex
Highway in the southbound lanes.

After the both collisions the suspect vehicle came to a stop
on the shoulder of Sussex Highway and Trussum Pond Road. He
then exited his vehicle, fled the scene on foot, and proceeded
into the wooded area near Trussum Pond Road. A trooper and his
K9 partner conducted a search for the suspect and found him
hiding in small ditch behind a broken toilet. The trooper
located and apprehended the suspect without further incident.
He was identified as David S. Burns, 28 of Laurel, Delaware.

The 58 year old male driver of the 2015 Ford F-150 was wearing
his seatbelt and was not injured in the collision.

The 66 year old female driver of the Ford passenger car was
wearing  her  seatbelt.  She  was  subsequently  transported  to
Nanticoke  Memorial  hospital  for  further  evaluation  and
treatment for minor injuries.

The suspect, David S. Burns, 28 of Laurel, was transported to
the Nanticoke Memorial Hospital where he was treated with non-
life threatening injuries and released. He was charged with
Possession  of  a  Deadly  Weapon  During  the  Commission  of  a
Felony,  Reckless  Endangering,  Receiving  Stolen  Property,
Resisting Arrest, Vehicular Assault, Leaving the Scene of a
Collision Resulting in Injury, Disregarding a Police Officer
Signal, Aggressive Driving, Reckless Driving, Driving without
a Valid License, and other traffic related offenses. He was
arraigned before Justice of the Peace Court 3 and committed to
the Sussex Correctional Institution on $26,360.00 cash bond
and was issued an additional $5,750.00 secured bond for the
Burglary, Theft and Criminal Mischief.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

http://dsp.delaware.gov/


Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  the  Director  of  Public  Information  Sergeant
Richard D. Bratz

Released: 010818 1101

-End-

Troopers  Investigating  Armed
Robbery of Philadelphia Pike
AutoZone – Claymont
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Claymont (19703) – Delaware State Police are investigating the
armed robbery of an AutoZone that occurred last night south of
Claymont.

The  preliminary  investigation  has  determined  the  incident
occurred  at  approximately  8:30  p.m.,  Saturday,  January  6,
2018,  at  the  AutoZone  located  at  2407  Philadelphia  Pike,
Claymont,  as  a  black  male  suspect  entered  the  store  and
approached the sales counter to make a purchase. The suspect
then displayed a handgun and demanded money from the cash
register. The clerk complied with the suspect’s demands and
turned over an undisclosed amount of money to him. The suspect
then exited the store and fled in a northbound direction.
There were no injuries.

The suspect was described as a black male, 20-25 years of age,
approximately  6’01”  tall,  wearing  a  dark  colored  hooded
sweatshirt, dark pants with his face partially covered armed
with an unknown make and model handgun.

No surveillance images are available at this time.



Anyone with information regarding this incident is asked to
contact the Troop 2 Robbery Unit at 302-365-8566. Information
may also be provided by calling Delaware crime stoppers at
1-800-TIP-3333  or  via  the  internet  at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance,  the  Delaware  State  Police  Victim  Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1.  (1800  842-8461).   You  may  also  email  the  unit
Director at debra.reed@delaware.gov. 

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  the  Director  of  Public  Information,  Sergeant
Richard Bratz

Released: 010718 1311

-End-
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Troopers  Investigating  Fatal
Motor Vehicle Crash-Newark

Newark – The Delaware State Police Collision Reconstruction
Unit  is  investigating  a  fatal  motor  vehicle  crash  that
occurred early this morning east of Newark.

The  preliminary  investigation  has  determined  the  incident
occurred at approximately 2:09 a.m. on Saturday, January 06,
2018, as Jalen G. Worthen, 24 of Wilmington, was operating a
2000  Nissan  Maxima  traveling  northbound  on  JFK  Memorial
Highway (I-95) just south of Salem Church Road. The roadway
(I-95) was dry and free of any snow from the recent snow
event.  As the vehicle continued on a slight curve portion of
I-95, it failed to negotiate the curve and continued straight
onto the shoulder. The Nissan Maxima then exited the roadway
and began traveling on the snow covered grass in a northeast
direction striking trees. The impact into the second tree
resulted in the vehicle splitting in half.

Jalen G. Worthen, who was properly restrained, was pronounced
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deceased  at  the  scene  from  injuries  sustained  in  this
collision. At the time of this initial investigation, alcohol
does not appear to be a factor.

The Delaware State Police Collision Reconstruction Unit is
continuing their investigation into the crash. I95 northbound
traffic was not impacted and the right lane in the area of the
collision was closed for approximately three hours.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance,  the  Delaware  State  Police  Victim  Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1.  (1800  842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  unit
Director at debra.reed@delaware.gov.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  the  Director  of  Public  Information,  Sergeant
Richard Bratz

Released: 010618 0941

-End-
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*TRAFFIC  ADVISORY*  Multiple
Vehicles  Disabled  –
Bridgeville

Bridgeville – The Delaware State Police are currently on scene
of  multiple  vehicles,  to  include  two  tractor  trailers,
currently disabled on Wesley Church Road outside of the town
of Bridgeville due to impassable roadways.

Motorists should expect heavy delays in the area and seek
alternate routes of the travel.

For current traffic conditions and road closure information
click on the following link:

http://www.deldot.gov/Traffic/travel_advisory/index.shtml#advi
sories.

Presented  by  the  Director  of  Public  Information,  Sergeant
Richard Bratz
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Released: 010518 2141

-End-

Homeless  Sex  Offender
Notification
Dover– The following is not wanted.   This is a Homeless Sex
Offender Public Notification.  If you have information that
 the listed subject is occupying a residence, please call
302-672-5306.  Information may also be provided by calling
Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333, via the internet at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com
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Presented  by  the  Director  of  Public  Information,  Sergeant
Richard Bratz

Released: 010518 1811

-End-

 

 



Traffic  Violation  Leads  to
Drug Arrest – New Castle
 

New Castle (19720) – A New Castle woman was arrested for
illegal drug possession after heroin and cocaine were located
during a traffic stop.

The  preliminary  investigation  has  determined  the  incident
occurred around 11:17 p.m. on January 4, 2018 as a trooper on
patrol observed a Hyundai Sonata without working tail lights
traveling south on New Castle Avenue approaching Rogers Road,
New Castle. The trooper performed the traffic stop on the
vehicle at New Castle Avenue and Mansion Parkway. During this
time  an  odor  of  marijuana  was  detected  coming  from  the
vehicle. After contact was made with the operator he exited
the vehicle and a computer check revealed his driver’s license
was suspended and he had multiple capiases out of New Castle
County Courts. The passenger, Andrea N. Harrison 42 of New
Castle, exited the vehicle and a computer check revealed two
active capiases for her arrest. A search of Harrison revealed
several  bundles  of  suspected  heroin,  4.25  grams  of  crack
cocaine, pills, 3.41 grams of marijuana and over $900.00 in
suspected drug proceeds were seized. During the search of the
vehicle drug paraphernalia was located.

Andrea N. Harrison was transported to Troop 2 where she was
processed  and  charged  with  Possession  with  the  Intent  to
Deliver a Controlled Substance Tier 1 (Heroin), five counts of
Possession  of  a  Controlled  Substance  (Crack  Cocaine  &
Prescription  Pills),  Possession  of  Marijuana  and  Drug
Paraphernalia. She was arraigned before Justice of the Peace
Court 11 and committed to the Delores Women’s Correctional
Institution  on  $13,000.00  secured  bond.  The  driver  was
released  with  traffic  charges  and  unsecured  bond  for  his
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capiases.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  the  Director  of  Public  Information,  Sergeant
Richard Bratz

Released: 010518 1701

-End-

Troopers  Investigating  Taxi
Cab  Robbery-  Seek  Publics
Assistance
Claymont  –    Delaware  State  Police  are  investigating  the
attempted armed robbery of a taxi cab driver that occurred New
Years  Day,  and  are  asking  for  the  public’s  assistance  in
identifying and locating the three suspects.

The  incident  occurred  at  approximately  9:06  p.m.,  Monday,
January  1,  2018,  in  the  2500  block  of  Philadelphia  Pike,
Claymont, as the 55 year old cab driver was transporting three
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male suspects. While the vehicle was still in transport, the
driver asked the suspects, who were all occupying the back
seat, how he was going to be paid. At this time, one of the
suspects displayed a large knife and demanded money from the
driver.

The driver immediately slammed on his brakes, causing the
armed  suspect  to  fall  forward  into  the  front  seat.  After
coming  to  a  complete  stop,  all  three  suspects  exited  the
vehicle and fled on foot, eastbound across Philadelphia Pike,
without obtaining any money or property. The driver was not
injured as a result of the incident.

Through  investigative  measures  Troopers  were  able  to
positively identify Ismael Ramos, 32, of Vineland New Jersey,
as the suspect who originally called for the cab, and as one
of  the  passengers  at  the  time  of  the  robbery.  Ramos  is
pictured in the above mugshot.

The suspect who brandished the knife was described as a white
male, 30-35 years of age, wearing a red hooded sweatshirt,
dark colored pants, white sneakers, a black winter hat and 
wearing a backpack. This suspect is pictured above in the full
body surveillance photo.

The third suspect was described as a white male, 30-35 years
of age, wearing a blue sweatshirt and gray sweatpants. No
photo is available of this suspect.

Active warrants are currently on file charging Ramos with
Attempted Robbery 1st Degree and Conspiracy 2nd Degree.

Anyone with information regarding the whereabouts of Ramos or
the identities of the other two suspects are asked to contact
Cpl. A. Andres at Troop 2 by calling 302-365-8501.

Information may also be provided by calling Delaware crime stoppers at
1-800-TIP-3333  or  via  the  internet  at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com/


If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or have
lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of assistance, the
Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit/Delaware Victim Center is
available to offer you support and resources 24 hours a day through a
toll free hotline 1800 VICTIM-1. (1800 842-8461).  You may also email
the unit Director at debra.reed@delaware.gov. 

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Master  Corporal  Michael
Austin

Released: 010518 1615

-End-

Troopers  Investigating
Carjacking  at  Stanton  Area
Wawa
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Wilmington  (19808)  –  Delaware  State  Police  detectives  are
investigating  a  carjacking,  in  which  two  children  were
occupants of the stolen vehicle.

The incident occurred at approximately 5:05 p.m., Thursday,
January 4, 2018, at the Wawa located at 2030 Limestone Road,
Wilmington.  A  25  year  old  Elsmere  woman  left  her  2009
Chevrolet Malibu, which was occupied by her 1 and 5 year old
children, in the parking lot as she entered the store to make
a purchase. When she returned to the lot approximately five
minutes later she discovered the vehicle was gone.

The  Chevrolet  was  located  in  a  nearby  neighborhood,
approximately five minutes after being taken, by a passerby
who observed a white male suspect abandon the vehicle in the
driveway of residence. Both children were located along with
the vehicle and were not injured as a result of the incident.

The suspect, who was able to flee on foot, was described as a
white male, 40 years of age, wearing a tan jacket, white knit
hat and dark colored pants.

No surveillance photos are available at this time.



The  investigation  is  ongoing  and  anyone  with  information
regarding  this  incident  is  asked  to  contact  Detective  C.
Hevelow  of  the  Troop  2  Robbery  Unit  at  302-365-8566.
Information may also be provided by calling Delaware crime
stoppers  at  1-800-TIP-3333  or  via  the  internet  at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance,  the  Delaware  State  Police  Victim  Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1.  (1800  842-8461).   You  may  also  email  the  unit
Director at debra.reed@delaware.gov. 

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Master  Corporal
Michael Austin

Released: 010418 2250

-End-
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*UPDATE- Attempt To Identify*
Troopers  Investigating  Armed
Robbery – Newark
Newark (19702) – Delaware State Police detectives are asking
for the public’s assistance in identifying the above pictured
suspect, who is wanted in connection with the armed robbery of
a 61 year old Salem woman, that occurred at approximately 3:26
p.m., Tuesday, December 12, 2017, in the parking lot of the
DSW shoe store, located at 2600 Fashion Center Boulevard,
Newark.

The above pictured vehicle was also involved in the incident
and it was described as a black, newer model Dodge Charger,
with a white license plate and chrome wheels.

Anyone with information regarding the pictured suspect or the
associated vehicle is asked to contact Detective T. Dukes of
the Troop 2 Robbery Unit, at 302-365-8412. Information may
also be provided by calling Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
TIP-3333  or  via  the  internet  at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

Click on the following link to view the original release:
Troopers Investigating Armed Robbery – Newark
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Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Master  Corporal
Michael Austin

Released: 010418 1610

-End-
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