*Traffic Advisory* 1I-495
Southbound Closed South of
Philadelphia Pike Due to
Serious Crash — Claymont

Claymont — The Delaware State Police are currently on scene of
a serious motor vehicle crash, involving three vehicles, that
occurred at approximately 10:17 a.m., on I-495 southbound just
south of Philadelphia Pike, Claymont.

As a result of the crash I-495 southbound is closed, with all
traffic being diverted on to I-95.

The investigation is in the early stages with further details
being released as they become available.

For updated traffic conditions and road closure information
log on to:

http://www.deldot.gov/Traffic/travel advisory/index.shtml#advi
sories

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Michael Austin
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-End-

Troopers Investigating
Robbery of Lyft Driver — New
Castle

New Castle — The Delaware State Police are investigating the
robbery of a Lyft driver that took place Thursday morning.

The incident occurred at approximately 9:45 a.m., Thursday,
May 16, 2019 when a Lyft driver received a text message via
the Lyft app to pick up a subject in the Penn Mart Shopping
Center, located at 101 E. Basin Rd., New Castle. The female
driver made contact with a male subject who confirmed that he
requested the ride, at which time he entered into the rear
seat of the vehicle. The driver proceeded to the requested
destination and after turning on to W. Commons Blvd from E.
Basin Rd., the subject asked her to pull over, advising that
he would walk the rest of the way. After pulling onto the
shoulder the vehicle came to a stop, at which time the subject
placed a sharp object to the driver’s neck and proceeded to
rifle through her purse. After removing an undisclosed amount
of cash from the purse the subject fled on foot in an unknown
direction. The victim was not injured as a result of the
incident.

The suspect was described as a black male, 30-35 years of age,
wearing a dark hooded sweatshirt and sunglasses.
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Anyone with information regarding this incident is asked to
contact Cpl. J. Decowski at Troop 2 by calling 302-834-2620.

Information may also be provided by calling Delaware crime
stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 or via the internet at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1800 842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Michael Austin
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Troopers Investigating Armed
Robbery — New Castle

New Castle — The Delaware State Police are investigating an
armed robbery that took place at the Beaverbrook Dollar Tree,
late Thursday night.

The incident occurred at approximately 10:15 p.m., Thursday,
May 16, 2019 at the Dollar Tree located at 1230 Beaverbrook
Plaza, New Castle. An unknown suspect entered the business
just after closing and confronted an employee in the office.
The suspect who was brandishing a handgun, held the employee
at gunpoint while demanding money. The victim complied with
the demand and turned over an undisclosed amount of cash to
the suspect who then fled on foot towards the rear of the
business.

The suspect was described as black male wearing a dark colored
hooded sweatshirt with the hood up.

No surveillance images are available at this time.

Anyone with information regarding this incident is asked to
contact Detective C. Hevelow of the Troop 2 Robbery Unit by
calling 302-365-8471.

Information may also be provided by calling Delaware crime
stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 or via the internet at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1800 842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.
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You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Michael Austin
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Troopers Seek Assistance 1in
Locating Wanted Subject

Lincoln- The Delaware State Police are seeking the public’s
assistance in attempting to locate 27-year-old Richard D.
Stratton of Milford, DE who is wanted for kidnapping and
related charges.

The incident occurred on May 15, 2019 at approximately 1:18
p.m., when Troopers responded to a residence in the 8000 block
of Clendaniel Pond Road, Lincoln in reference to a domestic
related incident. Upon arrival, it was discovered that the
parties who were reported to have been involved had left the
scene. Through further investigations, it was learned that
Stratton had responded to the residence armed with a handgun
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and began pointing the weapon at several individuals.
Stratton then proceeded to force his girlfriend at gunpoint
into a vehicle and not allowing her to leave. Stratton
entered the vehicle as a passenger and the unknown driver fled
the scene. Stratton and the victim were last seen traveling
in a gold or tan in color passenger vehicle.

The victim, 31-year-old Tara M. Pannell has not been located
since this incident. A Gold Alert has been issued in an
attempt to locate her.

https://dsp.delaware.gov/2019/05/16/gold-alert-issued-for-miss
ing-milford-woman-3/

Troopers have been unable to locate Stratton who currently has
active warrants for the following:

= Kidnapping First Degree

» Possession of a Firearm During the Commission of a
Felony

= Possession of a Firearm by a Person Prohibited

= Aggravated Menacing (4 counts)

= Conspiracy Second Degree

 Breach of Release

If anyone has any information in reference to Richard
Stratton’s or Tara Pannell’s whereabouts, they are asked to
please contact Troop 4, Major Crimes Unit at 302-856-5850.
Information may also be provided by calling Delaware Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333, via the internet at
www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1800 842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@delaware.gov.
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You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Melissa Jaffe
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*Traffic Advisory* Troopers
Investigating Crash, Basin
Rd. Northbound at I-95 — New
Castle

New Castle — The Delaware State Police are currently on scene

of a crash involving a school bus and a special needs
transport vehicle that has restricted northbound Basin Rd. (DE
141) to a single lane in the area of the I-95 southbound on-
ramp.

Motorists will experience significant delays in the area and
are advised to seek alternate routes of travel. For updated
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traffic conditions and road closure information log on to:

http://www.deldot.gov/Traffic/travel advisory/index.shtml#advi
sories

The investigation is in the early stages with further details
being released as they become available.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’'re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction

Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Michael Austin

Released:051619 1625
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Troopers Investigating
Serious Crash-Seaford

Seaford- The Delaware State Police Collision Reconstruction
Unit is currently investigating a serious crash that occurred
last evening.

The incident occurred on May 12, 2019 at approximately 11:08
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p.m., when a 2003 Mazda 6 was traveling southbound in the
center of the northbound lanes of Sussex Highway (US 13),
north of Cannon Road (SR 18). A 2009 Toyota Tacoma was
traveling northbound in the right lane of US 13 approaching
the Mazda. The operator of the Toyota attempted to swerve to
the left immediately before impact. As a result, the front of
the Mazda struck the front of the Toyota in the northbound
left lane. After impact, both vehicles came to rest in the
left lane of northbound US 13. A third vehicle, a 2014 Ford
Focus was traveling northbound on US 13 approaching the now
stabilized collision scene. The operator of the Ford failed
to observe the crash, and as a result the Ford struck both
vehicles. The operator of the Toyota had already exited his
vehicle after the initial impact, when he was struck and
injured during the second impact with the Ford.

The operator of the Mazda, a 22-year-old male from Georgetown
was not properly restrained and transported to the Nanticoke
Memorial Hospital with serious but non-life threatening
injuries.

The operator of the Toyota, a 66-year-old male from Ellendale
was properly restrained and transported to the Nanticoke
Memorial Hospital where he was admitted with non-1life
threatening injuries.

The operator of the Ford, a 54-year-old male from Bridgeville
was properly restrained and not injured.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1800 842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@delaware.gov

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:


mailto:debra.reed@delaware.gov

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by the Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Melissa Jaffe
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Troopers Arrest Chesapeake
City Man for Vehicular
Assault — Newark

Newark — The Delaware State Police have charged 57 year old
Robert F. McKee of Chesapeake City MD with vehicular assault,
stemming from a DUI related crash involving three vehicles
that took place in Newark, early Sunday morning.

The incident occurred at approximately 12:09 a.m., Saturday,
May 11, 2019 on northbound DE Rt. 896 (S. College Ave) in the
area of the I-95 interchange. A 1999 Jeep Grand Cherokee,
operated by a 21 year old Mt. Laurel, NJ man was traveling
northbound on Rt. 896 in the left lane followed by a 2006
Honda Accord being driven by a 19 year old Camden-Wyoming
woman. A 2014 RAM 1500 pick-up truck, operated by McKee was
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traveling Rt. 896 southbound when he crossed the center
median, striking the left side of the Jeep. The Jeep began to
spin at which time it was struck on its left side by the
Honda. The Honda then struck a guardrail, where it came to a
stop. After being struck by the Honda, the Jeep came to a stop
on a grass shoulder. McKee's RAM came to a stop in the
northbound lanes of Rt. 896.

The driver of the Jeep, who was wearing his seat belt was
transported to the Christiana Hospital with serious injuries.
Neither improper driving nor impairment are factors on his
behalf. A 20 year old female passenger in his vehicle, who was
also seat-belted, sustained minor injuries.

The driver of the Honda, who was wearing her seat belt,
sustained minor injuries. Neither impairment nor improper
driving are factors on her behalf. A 20 year old female
passenger in the Honda, who was also seat-belted, sustained
minor injuries.

Further investigation determined that McKee, who was not
injured, was under the influence of alcohol at the time of the
collision. He was transported to Troop 2 where he was charged
with the following:

= Vehicular Assault 1°° Degree
= DUI/Alcohol
= Driving on the Wrong Side of Roadway

He was then arraigned in Justice of the Peace Court #1l1 and
released after posting $3000.00 secured bail.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1800 842-8461). You may also email the unit



Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’'re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Michael Austin

Released: 051219 1730
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Troopers Investigating
Serious Single Vehicle Crash
— Laurel

Laurel — The Delaware State Police are investigating a single
vehicle crash that occurred late Saturday night that has left
a Millsboro woman hospitalized in serious condition.

The incident occurred at approximately 10:27 p.m., Saturday,
May 11, 2019 on Gordy Rd. in the area of Whitesville Rd. A
2007 Nissan Sentra, operated by a 38 year old Millsboro woman
was travelling southbound on Gordy Rd. at an apparent high


mailto:debra.reed@state.de.us
http://dsp.delaware.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/DSPNewsroom/
https://twitter.com/DEStatePolice
https://nextdoor.com/
https://www.research.net/r/DSP1-CSS
https://www.research.net/r/DSP1-CSS
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2019/05/12/troopers-investigating-serious-single-vehicle-crash-laurel/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2019/05/12/troopers-investigating-serious-single-vehicle-crash-laurel/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2019/05/12/troopers-investigating-serious-single-vehicle-crash-laurel/

rate of speed when she failed to stop at a stop sign at the
intersection with Whitesville Rd. After proceeding through the
intersection the Nissan travelled off the south side of
Whitesville Rd. into a grassy area where it came to a stop
after impacting the embankment of a ditch.

The driver who was not seat belted, was transported to
Peninsula Regional Medical Center in serious condition.

The investigation is ongoing.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1800 842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’'re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Michael Austin

Released:051119 1000
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Troopers Attempting to Locate
Burglary Suspect — Georgetown

Georgetown — The Delaware State Police are asking for the
public’s assistance in locating 28 year old Joshua C. Shockley
of Georgetown, who is wanted in connection with a residential
burglary that occurred on Friday.

The investigation determined that on Friday, May 10, 2019,
between the hours of 3:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m., Shockley made
forcible entry into a residence as well as a shed, located in
the 20000 block of Kings Hwy., Georgetown and fled with
property.

In addition to the burglary warrants Shockley also has active
warrants on file related to a theft from this same location in
which he subsequently pawned the stolen property, claiming to
be the rightful owner.

Active warrants are currently on file at Troop 4 charging
Shockley with the following:

= Burglary 2" Degree

- Burglary 3™ Degree

= Theft under $1500.00 (2 counts)

= Criminal Mischief

» Theft by False Pretense (10 counts)

» Falsifying Business Records (11 counts)
= Selling Stolen Property (10 counts)

Anyone with information regarding Shockley'’s whereabouts are
asked to contact Cpl. C. Talley at Troop 4 by calling
302-856-5850.
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Information may also be provided by calling Delaware crime
stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 or via the internet at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Michael Austin

Released: 051219 0930

-End-

Troopers Charge Hit and Run
Driver with 6th Offense DUI -
Wilmington

Wilmington — The Delaware State Police have charged 43 year

old Idris D. Thomas of Bear, with his 6" DUI, along with
multiple drug and traffic related offenses, stemming from a
hit and run crash that took place on I-95 Friday morning.

The incident occurred at approximately 11:19 a.m., Friday, May
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10, 2019 on I-95 northbound in the area of Churchman’s Rd.,
when Thomas, who was driving a gray Volkswagen Jetta, struck
another vehicle and then failed to stop. The driver of the
other vehicle who was not injured, observed the Jetta continue
northbound, being driven in a reckless manner. Thomas
eventually came to a stop on I-95 northbound in the area of
I1-495 where Troopers took him in to custody without incident.
A subsequent search of his vehicle produced 23.72 grams of
marijuana.

Thomas was transported to Troop 6 where further investigation
determined that he was driving under the influence of drugs at
the time of the crash and after a review of his driving record
it was confirmed that he had 5 prior DUI convictions.

Thomas was ultimately charged with the following:

= 6th Offense DUI (drugs)

» Possession of Marijuana

» Leaving the Scene of a Property Damage Collision
» Failure to Report a Property Damage Collision

= Aggressive Driving

= Driving at an Unsafe Speed

» Following Too Close

 Failure to Signal

= Driving Suspended

He was arraigned in Justice of the Peace Court #2 and then
committed to the Howard R. Young Correctional Institution in
lieu of $10,503.00 secured bail.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter

Nextdoor
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