*Update — Driver / Vehicle
Identified* State Police
Investigating Fatal Hit-and-
Run Pedestrian Crash

The Delaware State Police continues to investigate the fatal
hit-and-run pedestrian crash that occurred Saturday morning in
Wilmington.

Through investigative means, troopers have identified and
located a gray 2011 Saab 93 as the vehicle involved in the
crash and have identified the Saab’s driver as a 24-year-old
man from Wilmington, Delaware.

The Delaware State Police Troop 2 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate the crash, and no charges have
been filed yet. Investigators are asking anyone who witnessed
the crash, has surveillance or dash-camera footage, or has
relevant information to contact Master Corporal R. Kunicki at
(302) 365-8417. Information may also be provided by sending a
private Facebook message to the Delaware State Police or
contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1 (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.
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Search Warrant in Wilmington
Leads to Drug Arrest

The Delaware State Police arrested 55-year-old Jason Doyle, of
Wilmington, Delaware, for felony drug offenses and related
charges on Wednesday.

On December 10, 2025, the Delaware State Police Governor’s
Task Force (GTF) executed a search warrant in the 100 block of
Denn Place, in Wilmington. The search warrant was obtained
after GTF detectives investigated Doyle for selling illegal
narcotics from his home. Doyle was seen outside his home just
prior to the search and was detained without incident.

The following items were found during the search:

= Approximately 520.90 grams of suspected cocaine
= A digital scale
= Packaging materials

Detectives discovered contraband in areas where children who
live in the house could’ve accessed the illegal substances.

Doyle was taken to Troop 2 where he was charged with the below
listed offenses, arraigned by Justice of the Peace Court 2,
and committed to the Howard R. Young Correctional Institution
on a $42,200 cash bond.
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» Possession with Intent to Deliver a Controlled Substance
Tier 3 Quantity (Felony)

» Possession of Controlled Substance Tier 3 Quantity
(Felony)

 Endangering the Welfare of a Child — 2 counts

» Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

*Update — Victim Identified*
State Police Investigating
Fatal Two-Vehicle Crash 1in
Hartly

The Delaware State Police have identified 77-year-old Jeffrey
Holloway, of Dover, Delaware, as the man who died in a fatal
crash Wednesday morning in Hartly.

The Delaware State Police Troop 3 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this crash. Troopers ask anyone
who witnessed the crash or has relevant information to contact
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Master Corporal J. Lane at (302) 698-8457. Information may
also be provided by sending a private Facebook message to the
Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1 (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

State Police Investigating
Fatal Two-Vehicle Crash 1in
Hartly

Delaware State Police are investigating a fatal two-vehicle
crash that occurred yesterday morning in Hartly.

On December 10, 2025, at approximately 9:00 a.m., a Honda
Accord was traveling eastbound on Judith Road approaching
Hartly Road. At the same time, a Ford Focus was traveling
southbound on Hartly Road approaching Judith Road. The
preliminary investigation revealed that the Honda pulled away
from the stop sign, and into the path of the Ford. As a
result, the front of the Ford struck the driver’s side of the
Honda.

The driver of the Honda, a 77-year-old man from Dover,
Delaware, was pronounced dead at the scene. His name is being
withheld until his family is notified.
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The driver of the Ford, an 18-year-old woman from Hartly,
Delaware, was treated at the scene but refused transport to
the hospital.

Hartly Road was closed for approximately 3 hours while the
scene was investigated and cleared.

The Delaware State Police Troop 3 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this crash. Troopers ask anyone
who witnessed the crash or has relevant information to contact
Master Corporal J. Lane at (302) 698-8457. Information may
also be provided by sending a private Facebook message to the
Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1 (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

State Police Arrest Townsend
Man for Murder Following
Fatal Crash

The Delaware State Police has arrested 28-year-old Pavan
Patel, of Townsend, Delaware, for murder and related charges
following a two-car fatal crash last Wednesday in Middletown
involving a pregnant woman.
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On December 3, 2025, at approximately 9:45 p.m., a Mazda CX-9
was traveling southbound on Jamison Corner Road, approaching a
green light at Boyds Corner Road. At the same time, a Jeep
Grand Cherokee was traveling eastbound on Boyds Corner Road,
approaching a red 1light at Jamison Corner Road. The
preliminary investigation revealed the Jeep failed to stop at
the red light and crashed into the passenger side of the
Mazda.

The driver of the Mazda, a 3l-year-old pregnant woman from
Middletown, Delaware, was transported to an area hospital with
non-life-threatening injuries. Due to complications resulting
from the crash, the woman gave birth to the baby, La’'Royce
Johnson-Young. On December 6, 2025, La’Royce was pronounced
dead.

The driver of the Jeep, Patel, was not injured. Troopers saw
signs of impairment from Patel. On the night of the crash,
Patel was taken to Troop 9 where he was originally charged
with driving under the influence of alcohol and failure to
stop at a red light.

The roadway was closed for approximately 1.5 hours while the
scene was investigated and cleared.

After learning of La’Royce’s death, the Delaware State Police
Troop 2 Collision Reconstruction Unit consulted with the
Delaware Department of Justice, who authorized additional
charges. On December 10, 2025, Patel turned himself in at
Troop 2 where he was charged with the below listed offenses,
arraigned by Justice of the Peace Court 2, and committed to
the Howard R. Young Correctional Institution on a $280,102.00
cash bond.

Murder 2nd Degree Recklessly Caused Death with
Indifference to Human Life (Felony)

= Assault First Degree (Felony)

» Possession of a Deadly Weapon During the Commission of a



Felony (Felony) — 2 counts
 Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol
= Speeding
» Failure to Stop at a Red Light

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1 (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov

State Police Investigating
After Teenager Shot 1in
Middletown

The Delaware State Police is investigating a shooting that
injured a teenager Tuesday night in Middletown.

On December 9, 2025, at approximately 8:30 p.m., Delaware
State Police and the Middletown Police Department responded to
a business in the 600 block of Middletown Odessa Road, for a
report of a teen who had been shot. The preliminary
investigation revealed a 1l7-year-old was driving a Nissan
Altima with two other teens in the car. As they traveled
eastbound on State Route 299, another unknown dark-colored
sedan followed them. When the teenagers entered the ramp
connecting Route 299 to Route 1 southbound, the sedan drove
around the teenagers and someone in the sedan fired multiple
shots, hitting the teen driver once and the Nissan multiple
times. The two passengers were not injured. The three teens
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walked to the business where they requested emergency
services.

The 17-year-old male, from Middletown, Delaware, was taken to
an area hospital with non-life-threatening injuries.

The ramp was closed for an extended period of time while the
scene was investigated and cleared.

The Delaware State Police Criminal Investigations Unit
continues to investigate this incident. Detectives are asking
anyone who witnessed the shooting, or has relevant
information, to contact Detective M. Conway at (302) 365-8411.
Information may also be provided by sending a private Facebook
message to the Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1 (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the Victim
Services Unit at DSP VictimServicesMail@delaware.go

*Update — Victim Identified*
State Police Investigating
Fatal Crash in Bear

The Delaware State Police has identified 17-year-old Xavier
Smith, of Newark, as the man who died in a fatal crash Sunday
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night in Bear.

The Delaware State Police Troop 2 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this crash. Troopers ask anyone
who witnessed the crash or has relevant information to contact
Master Corporal R. Kunicki at (302) 365-8417. Information may
also be provided by sending a private Facebook message to
the Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware Crime

Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1 (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.go

State Police Investigating
Fatal Crash 1in Bear

The Delaware State Police is investigating a two-vehicle fatal
crash that occurred last night in Bear.

On December 7, 2025, at approximately 10:40 p.m., a tractor-
trailer, pulling an unloaded car-hauler trailer, was turning
left from East Songsmith Drive onto southbound Bear Christiana
Road. At the same time, a Ford Focus was traveling northbound
on Bear Christiana Road, approaching East Songsmith Drive. The
preliminary investigation revealed that the tractor-trailer
hadn’t completed the turn, and the car-hauler trailer was
still in the intersection. For reasons currently being
investigated, the Ford Focus continued northbound and crashed
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into the car-hauler trailer.

The driver of the Ford Focus, a 17-year-old man from Newark,
Delaware, was pronounced dead at the scene. His name 1s being
withheld until his family is notified.

The driver of the tractor-trailer, a 43-year-old man from New
Castle, Delaware, did not report any injuries.

The roadway was closed for approximately 3.5 hours while the
scene was investigated in cleared.

The Delaware State Police Troop 2 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this crash. Troopers ask anyone
who witnessed the crash or has relevant information to contact
Master Corporal R. Kunicki at (302) 365-8417. Information may
also be provided by sending a private Facebook message to
the Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1 (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov

State Police Investigating
Armed Robbery at Newark
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Walgreens

Delaware State Police are investigating an armed robbery that
occurred this morning at the Walgreens located at 2719 Pulaski
Highway in Newark.

On December 7, 2025, at approximately 8:00 a.m., an unknown
suspect entered the business and approached an employee while
displaying a handgun. The suspect directed the employee to the
rear office, where another employee was counting money. He
then restrained both employees with zip ties before removing
an undisclosed amount of cash from the counter and fleeing the
store on foot. No injuries were reported.

The suspect is described as a black male with curly black
hair. He was wearing a black face covering and dark clothing.
Troopers responded to the scene and searched the area, but the
suspect was not located.

Delaware State Police Troop 2 Robbery Unit continues to
investigate this incident. Anyone who has relevant information
about the robbery is asked to contact Det. J. Dempsey at (302)
365-8472. Information may also be provided by sending a
private Facebook message to the Delaware State Police or
contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.

*Update — Victim Identified*
State Police Investigating
Fatal Hit-and-Run Pedestrian
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Crash

Delaware State Police have identified 42-year-old Joseph
Constantino, of Bear, Delaware, as the man who died from
injuries sustained in a fatal hit-and-run pedestrian crash
Saturday morning in Wilmington.

The Delaware State Police Troop 2 Collision Reconstruction
Unit continues to investigate this incident. Anyone who
witnessed the crash, has surveillance or dash-camera footage,
or has relevant information about the vehicle involved 1is
asked to contact Master Corporal R. Kunicki at (302) 365-8417.
Information may also be provided by sending a private Facebook
message to the Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or have lost a loved one to a sudden death and need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1 (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the Victim
Services Unit at DSP _VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.
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