Delaware State Police
Investigating Fatal Crash
Involving a Tractor Trailer -
Middletown

Middletown— Delaware State Police are investigating a fatal
motor vehicle crash involving a tractor trailer that occurred
at approximately 9:55 p.m., Monday, January 25, 2021, on the
exit ramp to Lorewood Grove Road from southbound Route 1.

The initial investigation has determined a 2012 Freightliner
Cascadia, operated by a 63-year-old male from Coral Springs,
FL, was traveling southbound Route 1 utilized the exit for
Lorewood Grove Road. For reasons unknown, the Freightliner
failed to negotiate the curve on the exit ramp. The
Freightliner rolled over onto its driver side and subsequently
struck a guardrail on the south side of the ramp. The impact
with the guardrail caused the Freightliner to then rollover
onto its roof.

The operator of the Freightliner was property restrained but
was pronounced deceased at the scene. His name 1is being
withheld at this time pending the notification of next of kin.

The Freightliner was pulling a trailer loaded with cargo at
the time of the collision. The exit for Lorewood Grove Road
from southbound Route 1 is closed while this collision 1is
investigated and cleared. The exit for Lorewood Grove Road
remains closed.

The investigation 1s ongoing, and anyone with information
regarding the crash should contact Det. Breen of the Troop 2
Collision Reconstruction Unit by calling 302-365-8486.
Information may also be provided by calling Delaware crime
stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 or via the internet
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at http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1800 842-8461). You may also email the wunit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’'re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Corporal/l Jason
Hatchell

Released: 012621 1009

-End-

*Update #2 - Victim
Identified* Delaware State
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Police Conducting Homicide
Investigation- Seaford

Seaford- On January 23, 2021, at approximately 6:40 a.m.,
troopers were dispatched to Park Circle in the Mobile Gardens
Community for a reported shooting. The 1investigation
determined 28-year-old Kwantae Hovington of Seaford had
sustained a gunshot wound and was pronounced deceased at the
scene.

This case remains an active investigation. Anyone with
information regarding this incident 1s asked to contact
Detective Brian McDerby with Delaware State Police Homicide
Unit by calling 302-365-8436. Information may also be
provided by calling Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333
or via the internet at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

*UPDATE #1* Delaware State Police Conducting Homicide

Investigation- Seaford

Delaware State Police Conducting Criminal Investigation-
Seaford

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
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Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Heather Pepper

Released: 012521 1331

-End-

Delaware State Police
Investigating Fatal
Pedestrian Collision- Newark

Newark- Delaware State Police are investigating a fatal
pedestrian collision that occurred late last night.

On January 24, 2021, at approximately 11:42 p.m., a Nissan
Titan was traveling northbound Interstate 95 at S. Chapel
Street. For unknown reasons the vehicle drifted off the
roadway and into the left shoulder where the left rear side of
the vehicle struck a guardrail. The collision caused the
vehicle to rotate counterclockwise, until stopping facing
southbound in the northbound lane. The operator, a 53-year-old
male of Bear, exited his vehicle and attempted to cross all
northbound lanes of I-95. At this time, a 2018 Hyundai Elantra
was traveling northbound I-95 in the right lane. The front of
the Elantra struck the pedestrian throwing him to the shoulder
of the roadway.
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The pedestrian was transported to Christiana Hospital where he
was pronounced deceased. His identification 1is pending
notification to next of kin.

The operator of the Elantra, a 44-year-old male of Princeton,
NJ, was not injured.

Interstate 95 northbound was closed for approximately 3 hours
while the investigation was completed, and the roadway was
cleared.

This crash remains under investigation by the Troop-2 Delaware
State Police Collision Reconstruction Unit. Anyone with
information regarding the collision should contact Detective
Forester by calling 302-365-8485.

Information may also be provided by calling Delaware Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 or via the 1internet at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.
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Presented by Public Information Officer, Corporal/l Jason
Hatchell

Released: 012521 0918

-End-

Delaware State Police
Investigating Armed Robbery
of Kent County Convenience
Store- Felton

Felton- Delaware State Police are investigating an armed
robbery of a Kent County convenience store that occurred early
Saturday morning.

On January 23, 2021, at approximately 3:19 a.m., troopers were
dispatched to the Canterbury Shore Stop located at 8953 S.
DuPont Highway for a robbery that just occurred. The
investigation determined the male suspect entered the business
and asked the 50-year-old male employee where Vitamin Water
was located in the store. The employee walked the suspect to
where the item was in the store and returned to the register
at the front of the store. The suspect returned to the front
of the store and placed the drink on the counter. As the
employee was ringing up the merchandise, the suspect walked
behind the counter, displayed a large knife, and demanded
money from the cash register. When the employee advised he
could not open the register, the suspect started to manipulate
the register and was successful with opening it. The suspect
obtained an undisclosed amount of cash and fled the store on
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foot in an unknown direction. No one was injured during the
incident, and no surveillance footage or pictures are
available at this time.

The suspect was described as a male, 5'8”- 5'10” tall, and
weighs 170-200 lbs. He was wearing a face mask, baseball cap,
and hooded sweatshirt.

Anyone with information regarding this incident should contact
Delaware State Police Troop 3 by calling 302-697-4454.
Information may also be provided by calling Delaware Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 or via the 1internet at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Heather Pepper

Released: 012421 0105

-End-
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*UPDATE #1* Delaware State
Police Conducting Homicide
Investigation- Seaford

Seaford- Delaware State Police is investigating a homicide
that occurred early Saturday morning.

On January 23, 2021, at approximately 6:40 a.m., troopers
responded to a residence on Park Circle in the Mobile Gardens
Community for a reported shooting. The investigation
determined a 28-year-old male had been shot during the
incident and was pronounced deceased at the scene.

The identification of the victim is pending notification to
the next of kin.

Delaware State Police Conducting Criminal Investigation-
Seaford

This investigation remains active and ongoing. The Delaware
State Police Homicide Unit is currently investigating this
incident and seeking the public’'s assistance with providing
any suspect or witness information. Anyone with information
should contact Detective Brian McDerby by <calling
302-365-8436. Information may also be provided by calling
Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 or via the internet
at http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com .

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
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VICTIM-1. (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Heather Pepper

Released: 012321 2120

-End-

*Update- Victim Name
Released* Delaware State
Police Investigating Fatal
Pedestrian Collision- Milford

Milford— Delaware State Police have identified the name of the
pedestrian who died in a crash on January 22, 2021, on Log
Cabin Road, as 85-year-old K.C. Hurry of Milford, DE.

The crash continues to remain under investigation by the
Delaware State Police Collision Reconstruction Unit. Anyone
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with information regarding the collision should contact Sgt.
John Wheatley by calling 302-698-8518. Information may also be
provided by calling Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333
or via the internet at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

Delaware State Police Investigating Fatal Pedestrian

Collision- Milford

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Heather Pepper

Released: 012321 1800

-End-
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*UPDATE- TRAFFIC ADVISORY*
TRAFFIC REMAINS HEAVY 1IN
DELAWARE CITY AREA- DELAWARE
CITY

Delaware City- Delaware State Police is issuing a traffic
advisory for the Delaware City area as a result of Delaware
City DMV holding a COVID-19 vaccination clinic today. As a
result, the following roadways are experiencing heavy traffic
and long delays:

= South DuPont Highway in the area of Wrangle Hill Road
(SR 72)

= Korean War Veterans Memorial Highway (SR 1) southbound
at the Wrangle Hill Road/Delaware City Exit

» Korean War Veterans Memorial Highway (SR1) northbound at
the Wrangle Hill Road/Delaware City Exit

Delays are expected to remain in effect for an extended period
of time.

Travelers are urged to seek alternate routes of travel and
avoid the area.

*DELAWARE STATE POLICE ISSUE TRAFFIC ADVISORY FOR DELAWARE
CITY AREA*- DELAWARE CITY

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter
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Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’'re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction

Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Heather Pepper

Released: 012321 1645

Delaware State Police Seeking
Public’s Assistance Locating
Wanted Dagsboro Man- Dagsboro

Dagsboro- Delaware State Police are seeking the public’s
assistance with locating 40-year-old Leonel A. Velasquez-Chery
of Dagsboro.

On January 22, 2021, at approximately 7:50 p.m., troopers were
dispatched to a residence on Shawnee Drive, Dagsboro, for a
reported assault involving a weapon. Through the investigation
it was determined Leonel A. Velasquez-Chery entered the
residence and assaulted a 2l-year-old male acquaintance.
During the incident, Leonel held a large knife near the
victims face. The victim did not require medical attention.
During the incident, there was a 1l-year-old child in the
residence.

Leonel is wanted out of Delaware State Police Troop 4 for the
following charges:

= Possession of a Deadly Weapon During the Commission of a
Felony (Felony)
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= Aggravated Menacing (Felony)
= Assault 3rd Degree
 Endangering the Welfare of a Child

Anyone with information regarding Leonel’s whereabouts should
contact Delaware State Police Troop 4 by calling 302-856-5850.
Information may also be provided by calling Delaware Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 or via the internet at
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1. (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Heather Pepper

Released: 012321 1142

-End-
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*DELAWARE STATE POLICE ISSUE
TRAFFIC ADVISORY FOR DELAWARE
CITY AREA*- DELAWARE CITY

Delaware City- Delaware State Police is issuing a traffic
advisory for the Delaware City area as a result of Delaware
City DMV holding a COVID-19 vaccination clinic today. As a
result, the following roadways are experiencing heavy traffic
and long delays:

= South DuPont Highway in the area of Wrangle Hill Road
(SR 72)

= Korean War Veterans Memorial Highway (SR 1) southbound
at the Wrangle Hill Road/Delaware City Exit

» Korean War Veterans Memorial Highway (SR1) northbound at
the Wrangle Hill Road/Delaware City Exit

Delays can be expected to continue throughout the day. The
vaccination clinic is scheduled to be open until 4:00 p.m.

Travelers are urged to seek alternate routes of travel and
avoid the area.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Heather Pepper
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Released: 012321 1134

Delaware State Police
Conducting Criminal
Investigation- Seaford

Seaford- Delaware State Police are currently conducting a
criminal investigation in the Mobile Gardens Community. As a
result, there is an increased police presence in the area.
This investigation 1is in the early stages and is active and
ongoing. Additional information will be released once it
becomes available.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook
Twitter
Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’'re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Master Corporal
Heather Pepper

Released: 012321 0855

-End-
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