
*Traffic  Advisory*  Road
Closure  I-95  Northbound  and
Southbound- New Castle
New  Castle-  Delaware  State  Police  is  issuing  a  traffic
advisory for I-95 northbound and southbound in the area Route
141. The roadway will be closed for an extended period due to
a crash involving hazmat material spilled on the roadway.
Motorists should seek alternate routes of travel.

The  road  closure  is  anticipated  to  be  lengthy,  with  no
estimated time for a re-opening.

For up to date information regarding traffic, please visit:

http://www.deldot.gov/Traffic/travel_advisory/index.shtml#advi
sories.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Corporal/1  Jason
Hatchell

Released: 060821 0750

-End-
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*UPDATE-  Suspect  Photograph
Released*  Troopers
Investigating  Shots  Fired
Incident- Milford

Milford-  Delaware  State  Police  is  seeking  the  public’s
assistance with identifying the suspect wanted in connection
to a shooting incident on April 26, 2021.

At approximately 7:07 p.m., troopers responded to the 6000
block of Slaughter Beach Road for reports of shots fired at a
residence. The investigation determined two individuals were
inside the home when a vehicle drove by and fired several
rounds in the direction of their residence. An examination of
the crime scene revealed at least four rounds struck the home.
One of the rounds entered through the east wall, traveled
through the living room, and hit an object sitting in the
living room. The female resident was sitting in the living
room at the time the incident occurred but was uninjured.
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Through  the  investigation,  detectives  have  identified  the
driver of the vehicle wanted in connection to this incident.
He is described as a black male, approximately 25-35 years
old, with black facial hair. He wore a black baseball-style
hat and a black hooded sweatshirt and operated an older model
white Nissan Murano with a license plate holder on the front
bumper. Also in the vehicle during the incident were three
other male suspects.

Anyone with information regarding the identity of the suspect
or the incident should contact Det. Hickman with Delaware
State Police Troop 4 Criminal Investigative Unit by calling
302-752-3856.  Information  may  also  be  provided  by  calling
Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 or via the internet
at http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com . 

Troopers Investigating Shots Fired Incident- Milford

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance,  the  Delaware  State  Police  Victim  Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1.  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Master  Corporal
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Heather Pepper

Released: 060721 1252

-End-

Troopers  Seeking  Public’s
Assistance  Locating  Magnolia
Man  on  Felony  Charges-
Magnolia
Magnolia,  DE-  Delaware  State  Police  seek  the  public’s
assistance  with  locating  Patrick  W.  Gassaway,  29,  of
Magnolia.  

On  June  6,  2021,  Gassaway  was  involved  in  a  physical
altercation with a female acquaintance at a residence on Crew
Circle, Magnolia. During the altercation, Gassaway strangled
the victim and caused visible injuries to her while three
children were present in the home. The female received medical
treatment at a nearby hospital for her injuries. Troopers
attempted to locate Gassaway but have not been successful with
locating him. He is believed to be in the Magnolia or Smyrna
area and may be operating a tan 2006 Chevrolet Tahoe (DE
Registration).

Gassaway currently has active warrants out of Delaware State
Police Troop 3 for the following charges:

Aggravated Menacing (Felony)
Strangulation (Felony)
Assault Third Degree
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Endangering the Welfare of a Child
Criminal Mischief

Anyone  with  information  regarding  Gassaway’s  whereabouts
should  contact  Delaware  State  Police  Troop  3  by  calling
302-697-4454 or dial 9-1-1. Information may also be provided
by calling Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 or via
the internet at http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com .

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance,  the  Delaware  State  Police  Victim  Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1.  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Master  Corporal
Heather Pepper

Released: 060721 1024

-End-
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*Update-Suspect  Identified
and Arrested* Delaware State
Police  Investigating
Convenience  Store  Robbery-
Dover
Dover, DE- Delaware State Police arrested John L. Walstrum,
29, of Dover, for a convenience store robbery that occurred
Wednesday afternoon. 

On June 2, 2021, at approximately 3:25 p.m., Walstrum entered
the Wawa convenience store located at 1525 E. Lebanon Road,
Dover. Once at the check-out counter, the suspect demanded
money from the female cashier. The cashier complied and handed
over an undisclosed amount of money before the suspect fled
out the front door of the business. No one was injured during
the incident. Through investigative leads, John L. Walstrum
was identified as the suspect wanted in connection to this
robbery. On June 4, 2021, Delaware State Police Detectives
arrested Walstrum for the WAWA robbery, and he was charged
with Robbery 2nd Degree (Felony). Walstrum was arraigned in
the Justice of the Peace Court #2 and released on his own
recognizance. 

Delaware State Police Investigating Convenience Store Robbery-
Dover

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance,  the  Delaware  State  Police  Victim  Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
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and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1.  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Master  Corporal
Heather Pepper

Released: 060521 0918

-End-

Delaware  State  Police
S.O.A.R. Searching for Wanted
Sex Offenders- Dover
Dover – Delaware State Police Sex Offender Apprehension and
Registration  Unit  (S.O.A.R)  is  currently  looking  for  the
following  wanted  sex  offenders  after  he  either  failed  to
register or re-register his current address. If anyone knows
the  location  of  this  subject,  they  are  asked  to  call
302-672-5306.  Information  may  also  be  provided  by  calling
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Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at  1-800-TIP-3333,  via  the
http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com/

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Corporal/1  Jason
Hatchell

Released: 060421 2128

-End-
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Homeless  Sex  Offender
Notification- Dover
Dover–  The  following  subjects  are  not  wanted.  This  is  a
Homeless  Sex  Offender  Public  Notification.  If  you  have
information  that  the  listed  subjects  are  occupying  a
residence, please call 302-672-5306. Information may also be
provided by calling Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333,
via  the  internet  at
 http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com.ttp://www.delaware.c
rimestoppersweb.com.
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You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Corporal/1  Jason
Hatchell

Released: 060421 2113

-End-

*Traffic  Advisory*  Roadway
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Closure I-95 Northbound- New
Castle
New  Castle-  Delaware  State  Police  is  issuing  a  traffic
advisory for I-95 northbound in the area Route 141 exit ramps.
The roadway will be closed for an extended period due to a
traffic  crash.  Motorists  should  seek  alternate  routes  of
travel.

For up to date information regarding traffic, please visit:

http://www.deldot.gov/Traffic/travel_advisory/index.shtml#advi
sories.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Master  Corporal
Heather Pepper

Released: 060321 1645

-End-
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Harbeson  Man  Arrested  on
Felony  Criminal  Charges-
Harbeson
Harbeson,  DE-  Delaware  State  Police  arrested  Russel  E.
Leibensperger,  43,  from  Harbeson,  on  Wednesday  night  for
criminal charges.

On  June  2,  2021,  at  approximately  9:44  p.m.,  troopers
responded  to  the  21000  block  of  Harbeson  Road.  The
investigation determined the 62-year-old female and 63-year-
old male residents were home when Leibensperger knocked on the
front door. The female opened the door, leaving the storm door
closed, and discovered Leibensperger standing on the front
porch. Leibensperger told the female he knew how to get in
before exiting the porch when she retrieved the phone to call
9-1-1. As she was on the phone with the dispatch center,
Leibensperger knocked on the residence’s back door and held a
folding knife in his hand. The female did not open the door
for fear he would cause physical harm to her. The suspect then
ran around the side of the house, and the victim lost sight of
him. No one was injured during the incident.

As  troopers  were  on  scene  investigating  the  incident,
Leibensperger exited the surrounding wooded area on foot and
began walking on Harbeson Road when he was taken into custody
without incident. He was transported to Troop 7, where he was
charged with the following crimes:

Possession  of  a  Firearm  During  the  Commission  of  a
Felony (Felony)
Aggravated Menacing (Felony)
Criminal Trespass Second Degree
Drunk on a Highway

Leibensperger was committed to Sussex Correctional Institution
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on a $67,300 cash bond.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance,  the  Delaware  State  Police  Victim  Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1.  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Master  Corporal
Heather Pepper

Released: 060321 1457

-End-

 

Delaware  State  Police  Cars
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Struck by Vehicle- Harbeson

 

Harbeson, DE- Delaware State Police investigated a personal
injury accident that occurred late last night involving three
parked Delaware State Police vehicles being struck.

On June 2, 2021, at approximately 9:44 p.m., three Delaware
State Troopers responded to a residence on Harbeson Road for a
burglary in progress. A fully marked Delaware State Police
2019 Chevrolet Tahoe occupied by a Delaware State Trooper
assigned to Troop 7 was parked on the east edge of Harbeson
Road in a private driveway located in the 21000 block of

https://dsp.delaware.gov/2021/06/03/delaware-state-police-cars-struck-by-vehicle-harbeson/


Harbeson  Road,  facing  east.  An  unmarked  and  unoccupied
Delaware State Police 2020 Chevrolet Tahoe was parked on the
northbound shoulder facing north, slightly behind the 2019
Chevrolet  Tahoe  with  no  emergency  equipment  activated.  A
Delaware  State  Police  fully  marked  and  unoccupied  2017
Chevrolet Tahoe was parking on the northbound shoulder facing
north on Harbeson Road, behind the 2020 Chevrolet Tahoe with
the rear emergency equipment activated. A 2000 Chrysler LHS
passenger vehicle, operated by a 62-year-old male from Lewes,
DE, was traveling northbound on Harbeson Road, approaching all
three  parked  Delaware  State  Police  vehicles.  For  unknown
reasons, the driver drifted off the east edge of the roadway,
causing the Chrysler to impact the rear of the 2017 Chevrolet
Tahoe. As a result of the initial impact, the front of the
2017 Chevrolet Tahoe struck the back of the 2020 Chevrolet
Tahoe. The 2020 Chevrolet Tahoe was then forced into the right
side of the occupied 2019 Chevrolet Tahoe.

The Delaware State Trooper occupying the 2019 Chevrolet Tahoe
was not injured in the collision.

The 62-year-old male from Lewes was transported by ambulance
to an area hospital and admitted with non-life-threatening
injuries. He was charged with Inattentive Driving, Failure to
Maintain Lane, and Expired Registration.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Master  Corporal
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Heather Pepper

Released: 060321

-End-

 

Delaware  State  Police
Investigating  Convenience
Store Robbery- Dover
Dover,  DE-  Delaware  State  Police  are  investigating  a
convenience store robbery that occurred yesterday afternoon in
the Dover area.

At approximately 3:25 p.m. on Wednesday, June 2, 2021, an
unknown male entered the WAWA convenience store located at
1525 E. Lebanon Road, Dover. Once at the check-out counter,
the  suspect  demanded  money  from  the  female  cashier.  The
cashier complied and handed over an undisclosed amount of
money  before  the  suspect  fled  out  the  front  door  of  the
business.  No  one  was  injured  during  the  incident,  and  no
surveillance images are available.

The suspect is described as a white male, tall, average build,
and short brown hair. He was wearing a red baseball cap,
disposable  surgical  face  mask,  gray/black  half-zip  hooded
sweatshirt, and jeans. The suspect was last seen fleeing the
area on foot.

This incident remains an active investigation by the Delaware
State Police Troop 3 Criminal Investigation Unit. Anyone with
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information  should  contact  Detective  T.  Ford  by  calling
302-698-8569.  Information  may  also  be  provided  by  calling
Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333 or via the internet
at http://www.delaware.crimestoppersweb.com .

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of crime or
have lost a loved one to a sudden death and are in need of
assistance,  the  Delaware  State  Police  Victim  Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1.  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  unit
Director at debra.reed@state.de.us.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Master  Corporal
Heather Pepper

Released: 060321 1115

-End-
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