
Delaware  State  Police  are
Accepting  Applications  for
the 49th Annual Trooper Youth
Week
The Delaware State Police are inviting all high school juniors
and seniors with an interest in a career in law enforcement to
attend the 49th annual Trooper Youth Week. This free program
will be held June 20-24,2022 at the Delaware State Police
Training  Academy.  This  program  will  allow  students  an
opportunity to learn about police work and experience life
similar to that of a police recruit. For more information and
applications,  please  visit
https://dsp.delaware.gov/trooper-youth-week/.  Application
deadline is 4:00 p.m. on May 20, 2022.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Sergeant  Heather
Pepper

Released: 041022 1900

-End-
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Delaware  State  Police
Celebrate  National  Public
Safety Telecommunicators Week
The Delaware State Police (DSP) is proud to celebrate our
public safety communication personnel during National Public
Safety  Telecommunicators  Week.  The  Delaware  State  Police
Communications Section consists of three 911 Public Safety
dispatch centers located in the three Delaware counties and
Headquarters Communications in Dover. Since 1994, a week in
April  has  been  designated  as  National  Public  Safety
Telecommunicator Week to recognize and honor the women and men
working in Communication Centers Nationwide. This year, the
week will be celebrated from Sunday, April 10th to Saturday,
April 16th.

The women and men in the Delaware State Police Communication
Section provide superior services to those in need of law
enforcement assistance. They are responsible for answering and
responding to 911 calls, dispatching law enforcement officers,
communicating  with  local,  state,  and  federal  agencies,
collaborating with fire and EMS dispatchers, and operating in
mobile command positions during critical incidents. They are
the first public safety professionals to receive and respond
to  calls  for  help  and  the  first  to  ensure  appropriate
resources  are  dispatched  and  delivered  to  those  in  need.
Oftentimes, they make the difference between life and death
situations.

Every  day  these  professionals  display  their  commitment,
skills,  and  expertise  to  the  residents  and  visitors  of
Delaware. In 2021, the Delaware State Police Communication
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section received 369,752 calls for emergency service and an
additional  337,888  non-emergency-related  calls  for  service,
for a total of 707,640 calls. In 2021, they handled 51,333
more calls for service than in 2020.

“As the Colonel of the DSP, it is my honor to extend our
profound gratitude to our agency’s public safety communication
professionals, whose exemplary service provides for the safety
of our Troopers and our citizens every day. These dedicated
members are a lifeline to our citizens during their greatest
time of need, as well as a steady source of information and
support  to  first  responders.  We  are  grateful  for  the
opportunity to work with this distinguished group of women and
men and thank them for the role they play as we fulfill our
sacred  mission  of  service  together.”  -Colonel  Melissa  A.
Zebley, Superintendent Delaware State Police

          

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Sergeant  Heather
Pepper

Released: 041022 @ 0500

–End–

*Update – Victim Identified*
Two  Suspects  Arrested  in
Homicide Investigation
Delaware  State  police  have  identified  49-year-old  Frank
Pavlovic  of  Laurel,  DE  as  the  individual  who  died  as  a
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resulting of a shooting incident on April 7th, 2022 in Laurel.

Delaware State Police Homicide Unit is currently conducting a
homicide investigation that began Thursday morning in Laurel,
DE.

On  April  7th,  2022,  at  approximately  12:24  a.m.,  troopers
responded to the 18000 block of Laurel Road in Laurel, DE for
a  report  of  a  shooting.  Responding  troopers  located  the
victim,  49-year-old  Frank  Pavlovic  of  Laurel,  DE  in  the
driveway suffering from a gunshot wound to his upper torso.
The ensuing investigation revealed that two subjects had been
involved in an altercation with Pavlovic at this residence.
During the encounter, the suspects robbed and shot Pavlovic.
The  suspects  then  ordered  an  acquaintance  of  Pavlovic  at
gunpoint to drive them away from the scene.

Pavlovic was pronounced deceased at the scene.

Through investigative measures, it was determined that the two
suspects involved in this incident were 18-year-old Josiah
Garrison  of  Denton,  MD  and  21-year-old  Ramon  Duker  of
Millsboro, DE. On April 7th, 2022 at approximately 2:20 p.m.,
Garrison traveled to Beebe Medical Center in Lewes, DE seeking
treatment for an injury. Garrison was accompanied by Duker at
the hospital. Troopers responded to Beebe Medical Center and
took both suspects into custody.

Garrison and Duker were transported to Troop 7 and charged
with the following crimes:

Murder First Degree (Felony)
Robbery First Degree (Felony)
Possession  of  a  Firearm  During  the  Commission  of  a
Felony (Felony)
Kidnapping Second Degree (Felony)
Conspiracy First Degree (Felony)



Garrison and Duker were arraigned by Justice of the Peace
Court  #  2  and  both  were  committed  to  Sussex  Correctional
Institution on $1,146,000 cash bond.

Delaware State Police Homicide Unit asks anyone who witnessed
or  has  information  regarding  this  incident  to  contact
Detective B. McDerby by calling 302-741-2821. Information may
also be provided by sending a Private Facebook Message to
the  Delaware  State  Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime
Stoppers  at  1-800-TIP-3333  or  via  the  internet
at  www.delawarecrimestoppers.com.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance,  the  Delaware  State  Police  Victim  Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1.  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Senior  Corporal
Leonard DeMalto

Released: 040922  1357

-End-
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Delaware  State  Police
S.O.A.R. Searching for Wanted
Sex Offender
Delaware  State  Police  Sex  Offender  Apprehension  and
Registration  Unit  (S.O.A.R)  is  currently  looking  for  the
following  wanted  sex  offender  after  she  either  failed  to
register or re-register her current address. If anyone knows
the  location  of  this  subject,  they  are  asked  to  call
302-672-5306.  Information  may  also  be  provided  by  calling
Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at  1-800-TIP-3333,  via  the
www.delawarecrimestoppers.com.
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Released: 040822  1824

-End-

Homeless  Sex  Offender
Notification
The following subjects are not wanted. This is a Homeless Sex
Offender Public Notification. If you have information that the
listed  subjects  are  occupying  a  residence,  please  call
302-672-5306.  Information  may  also  be  provided  by  calling
Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333, via the internet
at www.delawarecrimestoppers.com.
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You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:
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Leonard DeMalto

Released: 040822  1552

-End-

Two  Suspects  Arrested  in
Homicide Investigation
Delaware State Police Homicide Unit is currently conducting a
homicide investigation that began Thursday morning in Laurel,
DE.

On  April  7th,  2022,  at  approximately  12:24  a.m.,  troopers
responded to the 18000 block of Laurel Road in Laurel, DE for
a  report  of  a  shooting.  Responding  troopers  located  the
victim, a 49-year-old Laurel man, in the driveway suffering
from  a  gunshot  wound  to  his  upper  torso.  The  ensuing
investigation revealed that two subjects had been involved in
an altercation with the victim at this residence. During the
encounter,  the  suspects  robbed  and  shot  the  victim.  The
suspects  then  ordered  an  acquaintance  of  the  victim  at
gunpoint to drive them away from the scene.

The  victim  was  pronounced  deceased  at  the  scene.
Identification is pending notification to the next of kin.

Through investigative measures, it was determined that the two
suspects involved in this incident were 18-year-old Josiah
Garrison  of  Denton,  MD  and  21-year-old  Ramon  Duker  of
Millsboro, DE. On April 7th, 2022 at approximately 2:20 p.m.,
Garrison traveled to Beebe Medical Center in Lewes, DE seeking
treatment for an injury. Garrison was accompanied by Duker at
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the hospital. Troopers responded to Beebe Medical Center and
took both suspects into custody.

Garrison and Duker were transported to Troop 7 and charged
with the following crimes:

Murder First Degree (Felony)
Robbery First Degree (Felony)
Possession  of  a  Firearm  During  the  Commission  of  a
Felony (Felony)
Kidnapping Second Degree (Felony)
Conspiracy First Degree (Felony)

Garrison and Duker were arraigned by Justice of the Peace
Court  #  2  and  both  were  committed  to  Sussex  Correctional
Institution on $1,146,000 cash bond.

Delaware State Police Homicide Unit asks anyone who witnessed
or  has  information  regarding  this  incident  to  contact
Detective B. McDerby by calling 302-741-2821. Information may
also be provided by sending a Private Facebook Message to
the  Delaware  State  Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime
Stoppers  at  1-800-TIP-3333  or  via  the  internet
at  www.delawarecrimestoppers.com.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance,  the  Delaware  State  Police  Victim  Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1.  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:
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Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Senior  Corporal
Leonard DeMalto
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Homeless  Sex  Offender
Notification-Dover
Dover–  The  following  subjects  are  not  wanted.  This  is  a
Homeless  Sex  Offender  Public  Notification.  If  you  have
information that the listed subject is occupying a residence,
please call 302-672-5306. Information may also be provided by
calling Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-TIP-3333, via the
internet at www.delawarecrimestoppers.com.
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Presented by Public Information Officer, Senior Corporal Jason
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Released: 040222 0918

-End-

Troopers  Arrest  Suspect  for
10th-Offense  DUI  Following
Crash Investigation
Delaware State Police arrested 54-year old Charles Smith of

Millsboro,  DE  for  a  10th-offense  DUI  following  a  crash
investigation  in  Millsboro  on  Thursday  morning.

On  March  31st,  2022  at  approximately  11:19  a.m.,  troopers
responded to Main Street south of Daisey Road in Millsboro, DE
after receiving a report that a white Dodge Ram had struck a
fence at this location. It was reported that the male operator
was attempting to flee the scene on foot. Troopers responded
and located the the suspect, identified as Charles Smith,
walking  just  south  of  the  collision  scene.  Upon  contact
troopers immediately detected an odor of alcoholic beverages
and a DUI investigation ensued.

A computer inquiry revealed that Smith’s driver’s license was
revoked and he had been arrested for 9 prior DUI offenses.
Smith was taken into custody and transported to Troop 4 where
he was charged with the following offenses:

Driving  a  Vehicle  Under  the  Influence  of  Alcohol
(Felony)
Leaving the Scene of a Property Collision Accident
Driving While Suspended or Revoked
Failure to Provide Information at a Collision Scene

https://dsp.delaware.gov/2022/04/01/troopers-arrest-suspect-for-10th-offense-dui-following-crash-investigation/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2022/04/01/troopers-arrest-suspect-for-10th-offense-dui-following-crash-investigation/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2022/04/01/troopers-arrest-suspect-for-10th-offense-dui-following-crash-investigation/


Failure to Have Insurance Identification in Possession
Failed to Remain Within a Single Lane
Failure to Report a Collision to the Police

Smith was arraigned by Justice of the Peace Court # 2 and
committed to Sussex Correctional Institution on $15,500 cash
bond.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Senior  Corporal
Leonard DeMalto
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“I-95  Drive  to  Save  Lives”
and “Drive to Save Lives in
Delaware” Traffic Initiatives
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Friday,  April  8th  and
Saturday April 9th, 2022
Delaware- The Delaware State Police in partnership with the
Delaware Office of Highway Safety are joining forces with
other law enforcement agencies along the I-95 corridor and
across the State of Delaware in the “Drive to Save Lives”
campaign.  This  campaign  is  a  multi-jurisdictional,  high-
visibility traffic enforcement initiative that is meant to
increase traffic enforcement presence and efforts along the
I-95 corridor from Maine to Florida and across the State of
Delaware on Friday, April 8th and Saturday, April 9th, 2022.
In 2021 alone, over 1,000 lives were lost along the I-95
corridor. The Delaware State Police will be the lead agency
for this campaign by coordinating the efforts of the other 15
State Police and Highway Patrol agencies along I-95, as well
as numerous participating Delaware law enforcement agencies in
order to increase the totality of law enforcement presence
over this 48-hour period.

All  the  15  states  that  line  Interstate  95  from  Maine  to
Florida  will  be  participating  in  the  “I-95  Drive  to  Save
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Lives”  campaign  including:  Florida  Highway  Patrol,  North
Carolina  Highway  Patrol,  South  Carolina  Highway  Patrol,
Georgia Highway Patrol, Virginia State Police, Maryland State
Police, Delaware State Police, Pennsylvania State Police, New
Jersey State Police, New York State Police, Connecticut State
Police, Rhode Island State Police, New Hampshire State Police,
Massachusetts State Police and Maine State Police.

The  “Drive  to  Save  Lives”  campaign  will  consist  of  two
simultaneous efforts, “I-95 Drive to Save Lives”, which will
involve  State  Police  and  Highway  Patrol  agencies  handling
their portion of I-95, and “Drive to Save Lives in Delaware”,
which  will  entail  participating  Delaware  law  enforcement
agencies patrolling their own jurisdictions.

Superintendent of the Delaware State Police, Colonel Melissa
A. Zebley stated, “While The Delaware State Police may, at
times, represent the most visible depiction of highway safety
initiatives, the critical mission of traffic safety is shared
by many colleagues in our State.  Delaware’s drivers can be
assured  that  Troopers  will  be  vigilant  on  the  roadways
throughout our State, will be partnering with our instate
agencies and throughout our region.  Without question, our
most valuable partner in this work is you; our fellow driver. 
Please know that when you see Troopers engaging you on the
roadside, we are doing so to prioritize your wellbeing and
life safety.”

“The Delaware Office of Highway Safety is pleased to partner
with the Delaware State Police and municipal law enforcement
agencies across the state in support of the “Drive to Save
Lives” initiative.  Our Delaware law enforcement partners are
committed to decreasing fatalities and serious injuries on our
roadways and it’s through projects like this that we are able
to increase awareness of multiple highway safety priorities. 
This  type  of  data-driven  enforcement  method  paired  with
education is aimed to facilitate behavior change in at-risk
drivers”, said Sarah Cattie, Senior Traffic Safety Program



Manager, Delaware Office of Highway Safety.

Delaware’s Office of Highway Safety has continued to be a
supporter  of  the  “Drive  to  Save  Lives”  annual  campaign.
Delaware’s citizens and visitors can expect to see multiple
agencies working diligently to keep them safe as they travel
throughout the state.

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Senior Corporal Jason
Hatchell

Released: 040122 1644

 

Delaware  State  Police
Announce  2021  Trooper  and
Civilian Employee of the Year
Dover–  At  a  ceremony  held  on  Friday,  April  1,  2022,
Superintendent of the Delaware State Police, Colonel Melissa
A. Zebley, announced the winners of the annual Trooper of the
Year and Civilian of the Year awards.
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To help recognize the significance of the ceremony Governor
John Carney, Attorney General Kathleen Jennings, and Secretary
of Safety and Homeland Security, Nathaniel McQueen Jr., were
in attendance to offer congratulatory remarks.

Trooper of the Year

Each year the Delaware State Police Executive Staff selects
one  Trooper  for  the  Trooper  of  the  Year  Award.  To  be
nominated, a Trooper must exceed performance standards and be
recognized by his or her peers, as one who epitomizes the Core
Values of the Division, which are Honor, Integrity, Courage,
Loyalty, Attitude, Discipline and Service.

This year, 10 Troopers were nominated, and out of those worthy
nominees, the Executive Staff selected Sergeant Pierre Lawler,
as the 2021 Trooper of the Year, for his outstanding efforts
and contributions to the Division and the citizens of the
State of Delaware. Sergeant Lawler is assigned to Troop 2
Patrol.

Sergeant  Pierre  Lawler  has  demonstrated  all  the  key
characteristics  and  Core  values  that  make  an  exceptional
Trooper in addition to his duties as a patrol Road Supervisor.
As commander of “B” shift, this past year, his shift was
responsible for several significant apprehensions and seizures
through  his  guidance  and  instruction.  His  work  ethic  and
efforts demonstrate excellence above and beyond his scope of
patrol supervisor. He is very attentive to the administrative
patrol  duties  of  a  Sergeant  as  well  as  delegating
responsibilities to develop his subordinates. In many ways he
puts his shift mates in positions to excel and his presence on
the street affords them on scene supervision.

Sergeant Lawler was also presented with the Randall Armistead
Trooper of the Year Award on behalf of the Delaware State
Troopers Association. Presenting the award was Vice President
of the DSTA, Master Corporal Mark Ryde.



Trooper of the Year Nominees

Trooper First Class Richard Link- Troop 1 Patrol

Sergeant Pierre Lawler- Troop 2 Patrol

Detective Ryan Kirchenbauer- Troop 2 Criminal Investigations
Unit

Corporal Andrew Valeski- Troop 3 Patrol

Trooper First Class Thomas Vincent- Troop 4 Patrol

Detective Alan Bluto- Troop 4 Criminal Investigations Unit

Corporal Andrew Shea- Troop 5 Patrol

Trooper First Class Kevin Kelleher- Troop 6 Patrol

Trooper First Class Michael Short- Troop 7 Patrol

Corporal Stephen Douglas- Troop 9 Patrol

 

Civilian of the Year

Each  year  the  Delaware  State  Police  Executive  Staff  also
selects one civilian employee, for the Civilian of the Year
Award. Civilian employees who are nominated for this award
display  outstanding  performance  and  meet  the  following
criteria:

Exceptional  service  as  identified  by  the  employee’s1.
performance evaluations.
A consistent record of such service through their years2.
of employment.
Recognition by their peers for outstanding character and3.
integrity.

This year, five Delaware State Police civilian employees were
nominated  for  the  award,  and  the  Executive  Staff  of  the



Delaware  State  Police  selected  Purchasing  Services
Administrator, Kimberly Cuffee, as the 2021 Civilian of the
Year.

Ms. Cuffee continued to exemplify all of the values and work
habits that we have seen from her over her numerous years of
service, with enhanced challenges in 2021 from the global
pandemic and supply chain shortages. Her performance during
both 2020 and 2021 was exemplary.

Civilian of the Year Nominees

Ms. Kimberly Cuffee- Purchasing & Supply

Ms. Monica Holmes- Human Resources

Mr. Lance Lane- Communications (KENTCOM)

Ms. Rebecca Palicka- State Bureau of Identification

Mr. Andrew Valladares- Delaware Information and Analysis

 

In addition to the Trooper and Civilian of the Year, the
following  Troopers  were  also  presented  with  the  following
awards:

Lifesaving Award:

TFC Hunter Bordley, Ms. Kayla Bright, Delaware City Volunteer
Fire Company, TFC Anthony Carter, Tpr. Thomas Catalfamo, Sgt.
Daniel  DeFlaviis,  Cpl/3  Justin  Galloway,  Cpl/1  Patrick
Jackson, Cpl. George Justice, TFC Luke Justice, TFC Michelle
Keane,  Cpl.  Kathleen  Koff,  Sgt.  Edward  Larney,  Cpl.  Mark
Malloy, Cpl. Adam Orndorf – New Castle County PD, Cpl.  Andrew
Osgood, TFC Nicholas Panissidi, TFC Trevor Pendleton, Capt.
Kerry  Reinbold,  Cpl.  Courtney  Schrader,  Cpl.  Jordan
Smith, Cpl. Robert Spanier Jr., Mr. Ronald Stamper, Delaware
City Volunteer Fire Company, TFC Brian Whitehead



 

Exceptional Performance:

TFC  Michael  Aberman,  Cpl.  Amina  Ali,  Cpl.  Justin
Decowski, Cpl. Everett Eschbach, Cpl/1 Michael Fiore, Tpr.
John Hasson Jr., Tpr. Kenneth Haynes, Cpl. Peter Irwin, TFC
Kevin Kelleher, TFC Joseph Klink, Sgt. Dave Kristunas, Capt.
Rodney  Layfield,  TFC  Thomas  Leonardi,  Tpr.  Erik  Lima-
Munguia, Cpl/1 Cheri Magda, Cpl. Benjamin Nefosky, Sgt. Troy
Ralston, Tpr. Sean Setting, Cpl/3 Robert Strecker, Cpl. Andrew
Valeski, TFC Emanuel Velez, TFC Thomas Vincent, Sgt. Michael
Weinstein

 

Superintendent’s Citation:

Cpl. Derek Balaguer, Cpl. Christopher Delvecchio – Maryland
State Police, Sgt. Michael Dill, Cpl. Zachary Drake, Tpr.
Nicholas Gallo, Cpl. Christopher Garcia, Sgt. Bruce Graham –
Clayton PD, Tpr. Jesse Guevara, Cpl. Dustin Hamilton, Deputy
1/C  Michael  Houck  –  Wicomico  County  Sheriff’s  (Ret.),  
Department Patrol Officer First Class Daniel Howard – Laurel
PD, Sgt. Eric Landing – Wicomico County Sheriff’s Office, Sgt.
Pierre Lawler, Patrol Officer First Class Ashley Little –
Laurel Police Department, Cpl/1 Rosendo Luna, Sgt. Christopher
Martin, Cpl/1 Michael Morgan, Lt. Jerel Morton, Sgt. Daniel
Parks, Police Officer First Class Richard Pizzaia – Salisbury
PD, Cpl. Alexander Ricketts, Cpl/1 Sean Rodrigues, Deputy 1/C
Brandon Scott – Wicomico County Sheriff’s Office, Cpl. Bruce
Smith  –  Maryland  State  Police,  Cpl.  Christopher  Story  –
Fenwick Island PD,  , Tpr. Heather Swain, Cpl/3 James Wharton

 

Valor Award:

Sgt. Jason Aviola, Cpl/1 Jeffrey Baldwin, TFC Schatzschneider



Billy-Attoh Jr., Cpl. Jermaine Cannon, Cpl. Joshua Cary, Tpr.
Kody  Eichlin,  Cpl.  Andrey  Green,  Cpl.  Dean  Johnson,  Cpl.
Brandon Yencer

 

Congratulations to all of the nominees and award winners! 

 

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Sergeant  Heather
Pepper

Released: 040122 1600

-End-


