
State  Police  Investigating
Fatal  Pedestrian  Crash  in
Wilmington
The Delaware State Police is investigating a fatal pedestrian
crash that occurred Friday afternoon in Wilmington.

On  October  9,  2026,  at  approximately  1:30  p.m.,  a  Jeep
Cherokee  was  traveling  in  the  left  lane  of  northbound
Philadelphia Pike, north of East Holly Oak Road. At the same
time, a pedestrian was traveling in an electric wheelchair on
the sidewalk along the east side of Philadelphia Pike. The
preliminary  investigation  revealed  the  pedestrian  left  the
sidewalk and entered the roadway, into the path of the Jeep.
As a result, the Jeep struck the pedestrian.

The pedestrian, a 69-year-old man from Wilmington, was taken
to a local hospital where he was pronounced dead. His name is
being withheld until his family is notified.

The  Jeep’s  driver,  a  51  year-old  woman  from  Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania, initially stopped at the scene but later drove
away. Shortly afterward, troopers located the driver and the
Jeep at a nearby residence. The driver has not been arrested
as investigators continue to gather evidence and determine
whether charges are warranted.

The roadway was closed for approximately 3 hours while the
scene was investigated and cleared.

The  Delaware  State  Police  Collision  Reconstruction  Unit
continues  to  investigate  this  crash.  Troopers  ask  anyone
who witnessed the crash or has video to contact Corporal K.
Oakes at (302) 365-8483. Information may also be provided by
sending  a  private  Facebook  message  to  the  Delaware  State
Police  or  by  contacting Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at

https://dsp.delaware.gov/2026/10/10/state-police-investigating-fatal-pedestrian-crash-in-wilmington-5/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2026/10/10/state-police-investigating-fatal-pedestrian-crash-in-wilmington-5/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2026/10/10/state-police-investigating-fatal-pedestrian-crash-in-wilmington-5/
https://x.com/DEStatePolice/status/2108629861720027155?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/DSPNewsroom
https://www.facebook.com/DSPNewsroom
https://www.p3tips.com/tipform.aspx?ID=346&CX=040404


1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  has  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  needs
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

State  Police  Issues  Sex
Offenders Notifications
The  Delaware  State  Police  Sex  Offender  Apprehension  and
Registration  Unit  (SOAR)  is  issuing  the  following  public
notifications of homeless and wanted sex offenders.

Wanted Sex Offenders
SOAR  is  currently  looking  for  the  following  wanted  sex
offenders after they either failed to register or re-register
at their current address.  If anyone knows the location of
these individuals, please call (302) 739-5882.  Information
may also be provided by contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at
(800)  847-3333.   The  individuals  shown  represents  only  a
portion of the current wanted sex offenders. Please see the
Delaware Sex Offender Registry website for the complete list.
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Homeless Sex Offenders
The  following  individuals  are  not  wanted  for  failing  to
register or re-register at their current address.  This is a
public notification of homeless sex offenders.  If you have
information  that  the  listed  individuals  are  occupying  a
residence, please call (302) 739-5882. Information may also be
provided  by  contacting  Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at  (800)
847-3333.  The individuals shown are those recently reported
homeless and represent only a portion of the current homeless
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sex offenders. Please see the Delaware Sex Offender Registry
website for the complete list.
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State Police Arrest Townsend
Man for 5th Offense DUI and
Drug  Offenses  Following
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Traffic Stop in Dover
The Delaware State Police arrested 45-year-old John Dillmore,
of Townsend, Delaware, on a 5th offense DUI and drug-related
charges after a traffic stop Wednesday morning in Dover.

On October 7, 2026, at approximately 11:00 a.m., a trooper
patrolling Route 1 near Fast Landing Road saw a Ford F-150
make an illegal turn off the highway onto an emergency access
road. The trooper stopped the Ford and contacted the driver,
identified  as  Dillmore.  While  speaking  with  Dillmore,  the
trooper saw signs of impairment and drug-related evidence in
plain view.

Dillmore  was  asked  to  perform  Standardized  Field  Sobriety
Tests,  during  which  he  continued  to  display  signs  of
impairment. He was subsequently taken into custody without
incident.

During  a  search  of  the  vehicle,  the  trooper  recovered
approximately  0.2  grams  of  suspected  methamphetamine,  an
approximately  half-full  flask  containing  alcohol,  and
additional  paraphernalia  consistent  with  drug  use.

Following a computer search, the trooper discovered Dillmore
had four prior DUI convictions.

Dillmore was taken to Troop 9 where he was charged with the
below listed offenses, arraigned by the Justice of the Peace
Court, and released on a $7,500 unsecured bond.
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5th Offense after 4 Prior Offenses – Driving Under the
Influence of Any Drug (Felony)
Possession of a Controlled Substance
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia
Failure to Obey a Traffic Device

State  Police  Arrest
Postlethwait  Middle  School
Student Found with BB Gun
The Delaware State Police arrested a 13-year-old male from
Dover, Delaware, after a BB gun was found in his backpack on
Wednesday at Postlethwait Middle School in Camden.

On October 7, 2026, the School Resource Officer (SRO) assigned
to the Caesar Rodney School District, responded to F. Niel
Postlethwait Middle School, located at 2841 South State Street
in Camden, after being notified by school staff that they
found  a  BB  gun  in  a  student’s  backpack.  During  the
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investigation, the SRO learned that staff was told that a 13-
year-old male student dropped a vaping device in the hallway.
During the staff’s safety search of the student’s backpack,
they found a BB gun. No one was injured.

The 13-year-old was taken to Troop 3, charged with the crime
listed below, arraigned by Family Court, and released on his
own recognizance to a parent/guardian.

Possession of a Firearm in a Safe School Zone (Felony)

*Update – Victim Identified*
State  Police  Investigating
Single-Vehicle Fatal Crash in
Hartly
The Delaware State Police have identified 46-year-old Douglas
Vitale  from  Dover,  Delaware,  as  the  man  who  died  in  the
single-vehicle fatal crash that occurred Sunday morning in
Hartly.

The  investigation  is  still  ongoing  by  the  Delaware  State
Police Troop 3 Collision Reconstruction Unit. Troopers ask
anyone who witnessed or has information about the crash to
contact Master Corporal W. Booth by calling (302) 698-8451.
Information may also be provided by sending a private Facebook
message to the Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware
Crime Stoppers at (800) 847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  has  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  needs
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
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/ Delaware Victim Center. is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at
1-800-VICTIM-1 (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

State  Police  Arrest
Wilmington Woman After Firing
Handgun at Victim Outside New
Castle Sports Bar
The  Delaware  State  Police  arrested  37-year-old  Tiffany
Morales,  from  Wilmington,  Delaware,  on  felony  firearm  and
related offenses after she fired multiple shots at a victim
early Sunday morning outside a New Castle sports bar.

On  October  4,  2026,  at  approximately  1:30  a.m.,  troopers
responded to the area outside a sports bar in the 3800 block
of North Dupont Highway, New Castle, for a report of shots
fired. Responding troopers located spent shell casings near
the  building,  and  the  victims  identified  Morales  as  the
shooter. Troopers located Morales and took her into custody
without incident.

The Delaware State Police Criminal Investigations Unit took
over the case. The preliminary investigation revealed that
Morales had dropped her purse while involved in a physical
altercation with an unrelated individual. The victims picked
up the purse and returned it to Morales, who then accused them
of stealing it.

Afterwards, Morales went to her car, retrieved a handgun, and
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pointed it at one of the victims before firing multiple shots.
During the investigation, detectives located evidence of the
crime in Morales’ vehicle. No injuries or property damage were
reported.

Morales was taken to a local hospital for unrelated, non-life-
threatening injuries. She was charged with the below listed
offenses, arraigned by the Justice of the Peace Court, and
committed to the Department of Correction on a $23,000 cash
bond.

Possession  of  a  Firearm  During  the  Commission  of  a
Felony (Felony)
Aggravated Menacing (Felony)
Reckless Endangering First Degree (Felony) – 2 counts

State Police Arrest Claymont
Man and Seek Second Suspect
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in  Wilmington  Auto  Shop
Burglary
The Delaware State Police arrested 25-year-old Tzair Bryant,
of Claymont, Delaware, and is seeking a second suspect after
two customer vehicles were stolen during a burglary at an auto
repair shop in Wilmington last week.

On September 26, 2026, at approximately 12:00 a.m., troopers
responded to Penny Hill Service and Repair Center, located at
517  Philadelphia  Pike  in  Wilmington,  for  a  report  of  a
burglary  in  progress.  Upon  arrival,  troopers  discovered  a
garage  door  with  broken  glass  and  searched  the  business.
Troopers determined the suspects had already fled the area.

The preliminary investigation revealed that a male and female
suspect  forced  entry  into  the  business  and  stole  keys
belonging to customers who had left their vehicles at the shop
for service. The suspects then used the stolen keys to take
two customer vehicles from the business. The Delaware State
Police Criminal Investigations Unit took over the case.

On  September  30,  2026,  the  Wilmington  Police  Department
received information that one of the stolen vehicles was in
the area of East 8th Street near North Buttonwood Street.
Officers responded, located the vehicle, and took Bryant into
custody. Bryant was found in possession of the vehicle’s keys,
and Wilmington Police subsequently contacted Delaware State
Police detectives.

Detectives  responded  and  determined  Bryant  was  the  male
suspect from the burglary.

Bryant was taken to Troop 1 where he was charged with the
below listed offenses, arraigned by the Justice of the Peace
Court, and committed to the Department of Correction on a
$3,100 secured bond.
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Burglary Third Degree (Felony)
Possession of Burglar Tools (Felony)
Theft of a Motor Vehicle (Felony) – 2 counts
Conspiracy Second Degree (Felony)
Criminal Mischief Under $1000

Detectives  continue  to  investigate  this  incident  and  ask
anyone  with  information  relevant  to  the  case  to  contact
Detective M. Kerrigan by calling (302) 365-8487. Information
may also be provided by sending a private Facebook message to
the  Delaware  State  Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  has  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  needs
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.
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State  Police  Arrest
Georgetown  Man  for  5th
Offense DUI
The Delaware State Police arrested 65-year-old Bruce Butler,

of  Georgetown,  Delaware,  for  5th  offense  DUI  following  a
traffic stop Sunday night in Bear.

On October 4, 2026, at approximately 10:25 p.m., a trooper saw
a Nissan Titan swerving on Route 1 southbound near Wrangle
Hill Road and pulled it over. The trooper spoke to the driver,
identified as Bruce Butler, who showed signs of impairment.
Butler  refused  to  complete  all  of  the  Standardized  Field
Sobriety Tests, and he was arrested for driving under the
influence. A computer check showed that Butler had four prior
DUI-related  convictions  and  suspended/revoked  driver’s
license.

Butler was taken to Troop 2 where he was charged with the
offenses listed below, arraigned by the Justice of the Peace,
and committed to the Department of Correction on a $6,150
secured bond.
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5th Offense DUI (Felony)
Driving while Suspended or Revoked
Failure to Remain within a Single Lane

State  Police  Investigating
Single-Vehicle Fatal Crash in
Hartly
The Delaware State Police are investigating a single-vehicle
fatal crash that occurred Sunday morning in Hartly.

On October 4, 2026, at approximately 5:10 a.m., a Ford Fusion
was traveling eastbound on Arthursville Road west of Gunter
Road. The preliminary investigation revealed that the Fusion
failed to negotiate a slight curve, exited the south side of
the road, struck a tree, and caught fire.

The  driver,  a  46-year-old  man  from  Dover,  Delaware,  was
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pronounced dead at the scene. His name is being withheld until
his family is notified.

The roadway was closed for approximately 3 hours while the
scene was investigated and cleared.

The  investigation  is  still  ongoing  by  the  Delaware  State
Police Troop 3 Collision Reconstruction Unit. Troopers ask
anyone who witnessed or has information about the crash to
contact Master Corporal W. Booth by calling (302) 698-8451.
Information may also be provided by sending a private Facebook
message to the Delaware State Police or contacting Delaware
Crime Stoppers at (800) 847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  has  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  needs
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center. is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at
1-800-VICTIM-1 (1-800-842-8461). You may also email the Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

State  Police  Issues  Sex
Offender Notifications
The  Delaware  State  Police  Sex  Offender  Apprehension  and
Registration  Unit  (SOAR)  is  issuing  the  following  public
notifications of homeless and wanted sex offenders.

Wanted Sex Offenders
SOAR  is  currently  looking  for  the  following  wanted  sex
offenders after they either failed to register or re-register
at their current address.  If anyone knows the location of
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these individuals, please call (302) 739-5882.  Information
may also be provided by contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at
(800)  847-3333.   The  individuals  shown  represents  only  a
portion of the current wanted sex offenders. Please see the
Delaware Sex Offender Registry website for the complete list.
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Homeless Sex Offenders
The  following  individuals  are  not  wanted  for  failing  to
register or re-register at their current address.  This is a
public notification of homeless sex offenders.  If you have
information  that  the  listed  individuals  are  occupying  a
residence, please call (302) 739-5882. Information may also be
provided  by  contacting  Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at  (800)
847-3333.  The individuals shown are those recently reported
homeless and represent only a portion of the current homeless
sex offenders. Please see the Delaware Sex Offender Registry
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website for the complete list.
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