
Delaware  State  Police
Investigating  False  Reports
of School Shooter
The Delaware State Police is investigating threats to multiple
schools.  Numerous  phone  calls  regarding  the  threat  of  an
active shooter at various schools throughout the State of
Delaware  were  made  to  numerous  police  departments  this
morning.  Similar  incidents  have  been  reported  outside  the
State of Delaware.

These calls have been determined to be a hoax and a form of
“swatting.”  Swatting  occurs  when  a  prank  call  is  made  to
emergency services in an attempt to generate a large police
response at a particular address.

The DSP is working with allied law enforcement agencies to
thoroughly investigate this incident and ensure the safety of
our children and the community as a whole. We encourage you to
contact your local school district for additional information
pertaining to a specific school.

The Delaware State Police is still actively investigating this
incident. Anyone with information regarding this incident is
asked to contact Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.
Anyone who provides information leading to a successful arrest
is eligible for a CASH reward of up to $5000. To report any
suspicious activity, please call 9-1-1 or contact the Delaware
Anti-Terrorism Tip Line at 1-800- 367-2312.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
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Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Senior Corporal Jason
Hatchell

Released: 030223  1451
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Delaware  State  Police
Releases  “Retro”  Patrol
Vehicles  for  Centennial
Anniversary
As the women and men of the Delaware State Police continue to
celebrate its Centennial Anniversary, the Division strives to
honor the agency’s history through a variety of methods.

One of the ways the Division has acknowledged its lasting
legacy is through the addition of several “throwback” retro
patrol vehicles to the active fleet.

A total of eight varied, marked vehicle schemes will patrol
the highways, neighborhoods, and business districts of the
State for the remainder of the centennial year.  Six of the
retro graphic designs depicted on these 2023 Chevrolet Tahoes
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are in the likeness of State Police vehicles from the 1930s to
the 1980s.

In  addition  to  these  six  designs,  the  Division  has  also
deployed several Tahoes, which will display our centennial
graphics, all commemorating this momentous occasion.

While these vehicles may harken back to decades of the past,
make no mistake that they are equipped with all of the modern-
day equipment that Troopers need to effectively uphold the
laws of the First State and ensure the safety and well-being
of all residents and visitors.

Feel free to browse the gallery:
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Delaware
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Colonel  Melissa  Zebley
Announces  State  Police
Promotions
On Friday, February 24, 2023, at 1:00 p.m., the Delaware State
Police Superintendent, Colonel Melissa Zebley announced the
Division’s most recent promotions. The promotional ceremony
was held at Wilmington University’s Dover campus, located at
3282  North  DuPont  Highway,  Dover,  Delaware.  Surrounded  by
family, friends, and colleagues, the following Delaware State
Police Troopers were promoted to new ranks:
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MAJOR

JASON SAPP
 

CAPTAIN

CHRISTY BALLINGER

JEREMIAH LLOYD

WILLIAM THOMPSON III

GERALD WINDISH JR.
 

LIEUTENANT

DERMOT ALEXANDER

JASON BAXLEY

DON COLEMAN JR.

ROBERT COWDEN

MARK DAWSON

DANIEL DEFLAVIIS

GREGORY EARLE



JEREL MORTON

TROY RALSTON

DANNAILE REMENTER

SCOTT WEAVER
 

SERGEANT

JOSHUA DEAR

MARK DOUGHTY

GARY FOURNIER

DEVON HORSEY

ERIC HUSTON

JALAL KELSEY

CHERI MAGDA

LLOYD MCCANN

ROLAND MILLS

ANDREW MITCHELL

DONNA OLIPHANT



SAMANTHA PARSONS

HEATHER PEPPER

MATTHEW RADCLIFFE

MICHAEL RIPPLE

SEAN RODRIGUES

ANDREW SHAUB

BRADFORD STEVENS

PAUL TAYLOR III

ANTHONY TENEBRUSO

TYLER WRIGHT

AUGUST ZICKGRAF III
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Delaware
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*Update – Victim Identified*
Delaware  State  Police
Homicide  Unit  Conducting
Criminal Investigation
Delaware State Police have identified the victim who died in
Felton on February 27, 2023, as Joshua Riley, 35, of Houston,
DE.

Delaware  State  Police  Homicide  Unit  Conducting  Criminal
Investigation

The  Delaware  State  Police  Homicide  Unit  is  actively
investigating this incident. Detectives are asking anyone with
information regarding this case to contact Detective A. Bluto
by calling 302-741-2859. Information may also be provided by
sending  a  Private  Facebook  Message  to  the  Delaware  State
Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook
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Twitter

Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Senior Corporal Jason
Hatchell
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Delaware  State  Police
Conducting  Homicide
Investigation
The Delaware State Police are investigating a homicide that
occurred last night in the town limits of Georgetown.

On  February  27,  2023,  at  approximately  8:28  p.m.,  the
Georgetown  Police  Department  responded  to  the  Dunbarton
Apartments for a reported shooting. When officers arrived on
the scene, they located a male victim suffering from multiple
gunshot  wounds  inside  an  apartment.  A  preliminary
investigation reveals that the victim was a visitor at the
apartment. A female knocked on the apartment door. The victim
answered and let the female in. Once the female was inside the
apartment, an unknown male suspect forced the apartment door
open and shot the victim several times. The suspect then fled
on foot. Emergency Medical Services arrived on the scene and
transported the victim to an area hospital, where he died from
his injuries.

The  victim’s  identification  is  being  withheld  until
notification is made to the family. The Delaware State Police
Homicide Unit assumed the investigation at the request of the
Georgetown  Police  Department.  No  suspect  information  is
available at this time.

The  Homicide  Unit  is  still  actively  investigating  this
incident.  Detectives  are  asking  anyone  with  information
regarding this case to contact Detective B. McDerby by calling
302-741-2821. Information may also be provided by sending a
Private  Facebook  Message  to  the  Delaware  State  Police  or
contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.

https://dsp.delaware.gov/2023/02/28/delaware-state-police-conducting-homicide-investigation-2/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2023/02/28/delaware-state-police-conducting-homicide-investigation-2/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2023/02/28/delaware-state-police-conducting-homicide-investigation-2/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FDSPNewsroom&data=05%7C01%7Cjason.hatchell%40delaware.gov%7C15a1443d1b6148d522f708daf5991561%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C638092335083389996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G1P5n5dXnMod4SO6KHk4tE%2FnDpJn6HR3UwEulHkiKb0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdelaware.crimestoppersweb.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cjason.hatchell%40delaware.gov%7C15a1443d1b6148d522f708daf5991561%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C638092335083389996%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=go4KTzN7W82ZJod%2FFbNbmNACCztGUMXVdZRLrRNUORU%3D&reserved=0


If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Sergeant  India
Sturgis
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Delaware  State  Police
Homicide  Unit  Conducting
Criminal Investigation
The  Delaware  State  Police  Homicide  Unit  is  currently
conducting a criminal investigation in the Felton area that
began early this morning.

On February 27, 2023, at approximately 12:30 a.m., troopers
responded to the intersection of Hopkins Cemetery Road and
Marshyhope Road for a report of a subject lying in a ditch
near the roadway. Troopers arrived on-scene and discovered a
35-year-old male victim from Houston, DE with a gunshot wound
to the upper extremity. The victim was transported to an area
hospital where he was pronounced deceased. Identification of
the victim is pending notification to the next of kin.

Further investigation determined the victim’s vehicle broke
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down in the area and he utilized a nearby resident’s phone to
call  for  assistance.  After  returning  to  his  vehicle,  a
subsequent confrontation occurred, and the victim was shot.

The Delaware State Police Homicide Unit is actively
investigating this incident. Detectives are asking anyone with
information regarding this case to contact Detective A. Bluto
by calling 302-741-2859. Information may also be provided by
sending a Private Facebook Message to the Delaware State
Police or contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware
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Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Senior Corporal Jason
Hatchell

Released: 022723  1315
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*Attempt to Locate* Troopers
Seek  Public’s  Assistance
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Locating  Suspect  Wanted  for
Felony Assault
Delaware State Police are seeking the public’s assistance with
locating Terrance Branch, 54, of Ellendale, DE.

Branch  is  wanted  in  connection  with  the  stabbing  of  two
victims and assaulting a third during an altercation in the
Ellendale area on February 15, 2023. Branch has an active
warrant  for  Assault  Second  Degree  (Felony)-  2  counts,
Possession  of  a  Deadly  Weapon  During  the  Commission  of  a
Felony (Felony), Possession of a Deadly Weapon by a Person
Prohibited with a Prior Violent Felony Conviction (Felony),
and Assault Third.

Branch is described as a black male, 5’8″, 200 lbs., bald with
brown eyes.

Attempts to locate Terrance Branch have been unsuccessful and
troopers are seeking the communities help with locating him.
Anyone with information regarding his whereabouts is asked to
contact Corporal Schwartz with the Delaware State Police Troop
7 by calling 302-703-3292. Information may also be provided by
sending  a  Private  Facebook  Message  to  the  Delaware  State
Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.
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You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware
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Presented by Public Information Officer, Senior Corporal Jason
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Delaware  State  Police
Investigating  Convenience
Store Robbery
Delaware State Police are investigating an armed robbery of a
convenience store that occurred in the Wilmington area on
Sunday night.

On February 26, 2023, at approximately 10:29 p.m., two male
suspects entered the 7-11 convenience store located at 4865
Governor Printz Boulevard, Wilmington. One suspect approached
the  sales  counter  while  the  other  suspect  stood  at  the
entrance and did not allow anyone to enter. The first suspect
displayed a handgun at an employee and demanded money. The
victim complied, and the suspects fled from the business on
foot with an undisclosed amount of cash. The suspects were
last seen running southbound on Governor Printz Boulevard. No
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one was injured in this incident.

The first suspect is described as a 25-30 year-old white male
approximately 5’10”-6’ tall, average build, wearing all dark
clothing and a mask.

The second suspect is described as a 25-30 year-old black male
approximately 5’8”-5’10” tall, average build, wearing all dark
clothing and a mask.

There are no surveillance images available at this time.

The Delaware State Police Troop 2 Robbery Unit is currently
investigating the incident. Detectives are asking anyone with
information  regarding  this  case  to  contact  Detective  R.
Kirchenbauer by calling 302-365-8525. Information may also be
provided by sending a Private Facebook Message to the Delaware
State  Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime  Stoppers  at
1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance,  the  Delaware  State  Police  Victim  Services
Unit/Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support
and resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline 1800
VICTIM-1.  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor
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Delaware  State  Police
Investigating Fatal Collision
in Magnolia
Delaware State Police are investigating a fatal collision that
occurred in Magnolia yesterday evening.
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On February 24th, 2023, at approximately 7:25 p.m., a Chrysler
minivan, operated by an unidentified driver, was traveling
northbound on Bay Road just south of Trap Shooters Road. At
the same time, a Mercedes GKL was traveling southbound on Bay
Road just south of Trap Shooters Road. For unknown reasons,
the Chrysler exited the west edge of the roadway and entered
the grass median. The vehicle then entered the southbound
lanes of Bay Road, causing a slightly offset head-on collision
with the Mercedes. Both vehicles caught fire as a result of
the impact. A good Samaritan was able to safely remove the
driver and passenger from the Mercedes.

All occupants were wearing their seatbelts. Sadly, the driver
of  the  Chrysler  was  pronounced  dead  at  the  scene.
Identification of the victim was still in progress at the time
of this news release. The driver of the Mercedes, a 58-year-
old man from Lewes, was transported to an area hospital, where
he was admitted in critical condition. The passenger of the
Mercedes, a 59-year-old woman from Lewes, was also transported
to an area hospital, where she was admitted for non-life-
threatening injuries. There were two dogs inside the Mercedes
at the time of the collision. Unfortunately, one of the dogs
died. Delaware Office of Animal Welfare responded to the scene
to take possession of both dogs.

The roadway was closed for approximately three hours while the
scene was investigated and cleared.

The Delaware State Police Troop 3 Collision Reconstruction
Unit  continues  to  investigate  this  incident.  Troopers  are
asking anyone who witnessed this collision to contact Master
Corporal W. Booth by calling 302-698-8451. Information may
also be provided by sending a Private Facebook Message to
the  Delaware  State  Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.
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If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Sergeant  India
Sturgis

Released: 022523  1245

-End-

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.delawarevictimservices.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cleonard.demalto%40delaware.gov%7C2bee11abe15c48d5660008da256833e9%7C8c09e56951c54deeabb28b99c32a4396%7C0%7C0%7C637863426719941076%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sBPTIxr0RP1IJakpL%2FRVWtGtaibYbRrcN9tki1ncOpU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov
http://dsp.delaware.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/DSPNewsroom/
https://twitter.com/DEStatePolice
https://nextdoor.com/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/civilian-careers/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/civilian-careers/
https://www.research.net/r/DSP1-CSS
https://www.research.net/r/DSP1-CSS


Honoring  DSP  Trailblazers
during Black History Month
To culminate the celebration of Black History Month and the
continued celebration of 100 years as a full-service police
agency, the Delaware State Police would like to honor one of
the  first  African  American  troopers  to  join  its  ranks,
Lieutenant Frank Chandler (retired), as well as the first
African American to lead its diverse ranks, Colonel Nathaniel
McQueen Jr. (retired).

 

Lieutenant Frank Chandler was among the first African American
male  troopers  hired  by  the  Delaware  State  Police.  Before
starting his career as a Trooper, he served in the military
and intended to be a part of the California Highway Patrol
after his military service; however, he returned to Delaware
to be with his family. During his travels in Delaware, he saw
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a Delaware State Trooper and knew that law enforcement was
precisely what he wanted to do. He applied and was hired in
1972. He was one of five minorities in his academy class.
Trooper William Bessix, the first African American hired by
the  Delaware  State  Police,  served  as  retired  Lieutenant
Chandler’s mentor. Lieutenant Chandler held positions at Troop
9 on patrol, Troop 2 in the Criminal Investigations Unit,
Troop 3 as a Sergeant on patrol, and Community Relations. He
was also assigned to “personnel,” where he laid the foundation
for  the  recruiting  unit  that  exists  today.  He  was  also
assigned as a “drill instructor” at the Delaware State Police
Academy, where he was known for drill and ceremony. While
assigned to the academy, he assisted with implementing boxing
into the academy curriculum. He retired in 1992 after 20 years
of dedicated service. Following his career as a Delaware State
Trooper, he worked as a senior bank fraud investigator at MBNA
for 21 years. Lieutenant Chandler is married to Joyce Ann and
recently celebrated 55 years of blissful marriage. He and his
wife have three children together, Vincent, Franklin Jr, and
Michael. During the summer, Lieutenant Chandler works with the
Delaware Office of Highway Safety, where he conducts annual
seatbelt surveys. His remaining days throughout the year are
spent enjoying retired life with his family.

 

 

 

Nathaniel McQueen Jr. is the first and only African American
Trooper to attain the rank of Superintendent for the Delaware
State Police. Prior to joining the Delaware State Police, he
served as a Sergeant in the United States Marine Corps. Before
becoming Superintendent, he served in many leadership roles,
including  patrol  Sergeant,  detective  Sergeant,  Traffic
Lieutenant, Criminal Lieutenant, and Captain (Troop Commander)
of Troops 9, 1, and 2. He was eventually promoted to the rank



of Major for statewide operations, then New Castle County
Operations, before being promoted to the rank of Colonel. As
the second longest-serving Superintendent of the DSP, Colonel
McQueen paved the way for changes to policies and procedures.
Under  his  leadership,  Delaware  State  Police  implemented  a
stratified policing model called the Delaware State Police
Enhanced Analytical Response (SPEAR). The SPEAR model employs
strategies  to  reduce  crime,  improve  traffic  safety,  and
enhance  community  engagement  efforts.  While  serving  the
citizens of Delaware, he obtained his bachelor’s degree in
behavioral science from Wilmington University and earned his
master’s degree in social work from Delaware State University.
His other achievements include many items of direct service to
the  Delaware  community,  which  included  improving  the
efficiency of business processes to advance public safety and
building transparency and trust. After 32 years of faithful
and loyal service as a Delaware State Trooper, the marine
motto “Semper Fidelis” is still deeply ingrained in his moral
values.  He  has  continued  his  commitment  to  service  and
currently holds the position of Secretary for the Delaware
Department of Safety and Homeland Security, where he has been
since July 2020.

 

On behalf of the women and men of the Delaware State Police,
we thank you, Lieutenant Chandler and Secretary McQueen, for
your unwavering commitment, sacrifice, and dedication to the
Delaware State Police and the citizens of Delaware.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

http://dsp.delaware.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/DSPNewsroom/
https://twitter.com/DEStatePolice


Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Sergeant  India
Sturgis

Released: 022523 0906

-End-
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