
Homicide  Unit  Investigating
Shooting, Suspect in Custody
The Delaware State Police Homicide Unit is investigating a
shooting that occurred yesterday afternoon in Felton that left
one man dead. The suspect has been identified and has been
taken into custody in Maryland.

On  March  16,  2023,  at  approximately  4:17  p.m.,  troopers
responded to a shooting that occurred on the 200 block of
Reeves Crossing Road in Felton. Upon their arrival, troopers
found a 36-year-old man in the roadway who had been shot in
his upper body. EMS personnel attempted to treat the victim
but he was later pronounced dead at the scene. Identification
of  the  victim  is  pending  notification  to  his  family  and
relatives.

Detectives from the Homicide Unit assumed the investigation
and learned that the suspect, identified as 36-year-old Steven
M. Smith of Centreville, Maryland, had an ongoing dispute with
the victim. Smith drove to Reeves Crossing Road to confront
the man, and when he arrived he began shooting at him with a
rifle.  After  the  shooting  Smith  fled  to  his  residence  in
Centreville.

Smith was later taken into custody without incident at his
home in Maryland by the Queen Anne’s County Sheriff’s Office.
Smith  is  currently  incarcerated  in  Maryland  and  will  be
extradited to Delaware to face charges of Murder First Degree
and Possession of a Deadly Weapon During the Commission of a
Felony.

Delaware State Police Conducting Criminal Investigation

The  Homicide  Unit  is  still  actively  investigating  this
incident. Detectives are asking for anyone with information
regarding this case to contact Detective M. Csapo by calling
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302-741-2729. Information may also be provided by sending a
Private  Facebook  Message  to  the  Delaware  State  Police  or
contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Senior  Corporal
Leonard DeMalto

Released: 031723  0935

-End-
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Delaware  State  Police
Announce  2022  Trooper  and
Civilian Employee of the Year
Colonel Melissa Zebley, Superintendent of the Delaware State
Police, announced the winners of the 2022 Trooper of the Year
and Civilian of the Year Awards at a ceremony on Friday, March
10th,  2023.  To  help  recognize  the  significance  of  the
ceremony,  Governor  John  Carney,  Secretary  of  Safety  and
Homeland  Security,  Nathaniel  McQueen  Jr.,  Colonel  Melissa
Zebley,  and  President  of  the  Delaware  State  Troopers
Association,  Sergeant  Troy  Pezzuto,  were  in  attendance  to
offer congratulatory remarks.
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Trooper of the Year
The Delaware State Police Trooper of the Year Award is given
annually to one sworn employee who is recognized by their
peers as having outstanding character and integrity and whose
actions  or  performance  significantly  exceeded  expectations
during that calendar year.

This year, twelve Troopers were nominated. Out of those worthy
nominees,  the  Executive  Staff  selected  Corporal  Thomas
Leonardi, as the 2022 Trooper of the Year, for his outstanding
efforts and contributions to the Division and the citizens of
the State of Delaware. Corporal Leonardi is assigned to Troop
2 Patrol.

Corporal Leonardi has been with the Division for 4 years,
having served two years prior with the Delaware River & Bay
Authority. Throughout 2022, he encountered various challenges
facing  law  enforcement  in  the  21st  century.  While  these
challenges were daunting, Corporal Leonardi persevered through
these  difficult  times  while  maintaining  a  professional
appearance and attitude. Corporal Leonardi has the leadership
skills  of  a  “seasoned”  Trooper  at  an  early  stage  in  his
career, which is reflected in his daily work habits as he
comes to work with drive and determination. He has established
himself  as  a  very  dependable  police  officer,  often  going
“beyond the call of service,” and is the epitome of the core
values of the Delaware State Police.

 

Trooper of the Year Nominees:
Corporal/1 Jeffrey Baldwin – Troop 9

Corporal Hunter Bordley – Troop 1

Detective Kimberly Haley – Troop 4 Criminal Investigations
Unit



Detective Bridget Harris – Troop 2 Criminal Investigations
Unit

Trooper First Class Michelle Keane – Troop 3

Corporal Kevin Kelleher – Troop 6

Detective John Messick – Criminal Intelligence Section

Corporal Hunter Raymond – Troop 5

Detective Anthony Tillman – Troop 3

Corporal Brandon Triantos – Troop 7

Corporal Thomas Vincent – Troop 4

 

Civilian of the Year
The Delaware State Police Civilian of the Year Award is given
annually  to  one  civilian  employee  whose  service  with  the
Delaware  State  Police  has  been  outstanding  throughout  the
course of that calendar year.

This year, nine Delaware State Police civilian employees were
nominated for the award. The Executive Staff of the Delaware
State Police selected Information Technology Client Services
Manager, Marissa Warren, as the 2022 Civilian of the Year.

Marissa began her career with the Delaware State Police as a
Digital Evidence Technician seven years ago. During that time,
she was the sole person responsible for managing DSP video
evidence. She was later promoted to Client Services Manager
where she took on the enormous task of building out the DSP
Body  Worn  Camera  program.  This  involved  coordinating  the
testing and deployment of new Axon BWCs to hundreds of sworn
Troopers across the entire State, building a team of Digital
Evidence Technicians and Digital Evidence Supervisors, working
with  DSP  leadership  to  develop  system  policies  for  the



standardization  of  deployment,  and  creating  new  standard
operating  procedures  for  Information  Technology  support.
Marissa’s tireless work ethic and attention to detail has
resulted in a smooth and successful deployment of BWCs. In
addition to all of this, Marissa emerged as a valuable member
of the DSP Wellness Committee.

 

Civilian of the Year Nominees:
Ms. Jennifer Bastianelli – Criminal Intelligence Section

Mr. Scott Ferguson – Troop 6

Mrs. Monica Holmes – Human Resources

Mrs. Patricia McSweeney – State Bureau of Identification

Mr. Marty McWilliams – Human Resources

Mrs. Donna Newth-Showell – Troop 6

Mrs. Ashley Parker – RECOM

Mrs. Kelly Tush – Troop 2

 

In addition to the Trooper and Civilian of the Year, the
following recipients were also presented with the following
awards:

 

Life Saving Award:
Awarded to any member of the Delaware State Police or allied
partner who engages in any lifesaving or first aid effort that
results in saving a life

 



Cpl/1  Derek  Balaguer,  Cpl/1  Corey  Bastianelli,  TFC
Schatzschneider  Billy-Attoh,  Tpr.  Troy  Bowden,  Cpl/3  Todd
Buchert, TFC Anthony Carter, Tpr. Steve Collins, Mr. Garfield
Daniels  of  DelDOT,  TFC  Cameron  Drake,  Tpr.  Daniel  Fezza,
Corporal Jennifer Hastings, TFC Casey Hofmann, Trooper Shane
Horn, Corporal/1 David Huynh, Officer First Class James Kiser
of NCCPD, Tpr. Hunter Lecates, Cpl/3 Robert Lewis, Cpl Richard
Link,  Cpl/1  Kevin  Logue,  Cpl/1  Rosendo  Luna,  Tpr.  Megan
Marino, Sgt. Christopher Martin, Mr. David Moran of DelDOT,
Cpl  Mitchell  Moyer,  Cpl/1  Daniel  Myers,  Cpl/2  Christopher
Nicholson, Cpl/1 Frank Ofner, Cpl/1 Kyle Ogden, Cpl/2 James
O’Neil,  Cpl/3  Brian  Page,  TFC  Nick  Panissidi,  Mr.  Andres
Ramirez of DelDOT, Cpl/1 Andrew Rosner, Tpr. Ryan Santmyer,
Cpl  William  Schuele,  Cpl  Douglas  Schwartz,  Tpr.  Lauren
Skonezney, Mr. Derrick Smith of DelDOT, Cpl/1 Michael Spudis,
Tpr.  Domenica  Trace,  Tpr.  Nathaniel  Valenti,  TFC  Thomas
Vincent, TFC Brian Whitehead, and Tpr. Jerome Williams

 

 

Exceptional Performance Award:
Awarded  to  any  member  of  the  Delaware  State  Police  who
performs significantly above what would be expected in an area
or event that is within their normal realm of responsibilities

 

Cpl/1 Robert Alexander, Cpl Jared Balan, TFC William Beinke,
Cpl Jermaine Cannon, TFC Michael Efelis, Cpl/3 Troy Frey,
Cpl/3 Brian Greene, Cpl/3 Thomas Guarini, Cpl Dean Johnson,
Cpl Michael Lipp, Special Agent Kristopher Long of FBI, Tpr.
Megan Marino, Tpr. Alexander McCabe, Sgt. Andrew Mitchell, Cpl
Mitchell Moyer, TFC Ryan Nowakowski, TFC Nicholas Panissidi,
Lt. Troy Ralston, Cpl Jodi Salyer, Tpr. Ryan Santmyer and Cpl
William Schuele



 

Superintendent’s Citation Award:
Awarded to any member of the Delaware State Police or allied
partner  who  has  participated  or  assisted  in  any  randomly
unique event or situation of an exceptional nature

 

Tpr. Arlen Kilmartin

 

Valor Award:
Awarded to any member of the Delaware State Police for an
extraordinary  act  of  outstanding  courage  resulting  from  a
situation  whereby  they  are  faced  with  the  overwhelming
possibility of serious harm to themself but perform their duty
in a courageous and commendable manner

 

Cpl Daniel Korenyi

 

Cameron Logan Award:
Awarded annually to two Delaware State Troopers who exemplify
dedication and commitment to DUI enforcement

 

Cpl William Schuele and Cpl Thomas Vincent

 

 

Congratulations  to  all  award  nominees  and  recipients!  The
award ceremony highlight video will be posted on the Delaware

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtzcQwVA4sad8bm4c31kIgg


State Police YouTube Channel. While you’re there, subscribe so
you will be notified of new video releases!

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Sergeant  India
Sturgis

Released: 031623 2000

-End-
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Delaware  State  Police
Conducting  Criminal
Investigation
Delaware  State  Police  are  currently  conducting  a  criminal
investigation on Reeves Crossing Road, in Felton. As a result,
there is an increased police presence in the area. Reeves
Crossing Road between Route 13 and Little Mastens Corner Road
is closed until further notice. This investigation is in the
early  stages  and  police  are  advising  to  avoid  the  area.
Additional  information  will  be  released  once  it  becomes
available.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:
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Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented by Public Information Officer, Senior Corporal Jason
Hatchell

Released: 031623  1738
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Troopers  Arrest  Woman  for
Mall Robbery
The Delaware State Police have arrested 29-year-old Preyana
White of Newark, Delaware for robbery and other offenses after
an incident that occurred at the Christiana Mall yesterday.

On  March  15,  2023,  at  approximately  12:14  p.m.,  troopers
responded  to  Nordstrom  at  the  Christiana  Mall  in  Newark
regarding  a  robbery  that  had  just  occurred  in  the  store.
Troopers learned that a woman, later identified as Preyana
White, had attempted to purchase several items but her card
was  declined  at  the  cash  register.  When  the  26-year-old
cashier told White that her card had been declined, White
approached her and threatened to pepper spray her if she did
not hand over the merchandise. The cashier complied and White
walked out of the store without paying for the items. The
cashier was not injured or sprayed.

A trooper on patrol located White walking on Ramp G just
outside of the mall a short time later. The trooper ordered
White to stop but she began running away. The trooper chased
White  and  was  able  to  take  her  to  the  ground  where  she
continued to physically resist arrest. White was eventually
taken into custody and the stolen merchandise was recovered.

White, who initially provided a false name to police, was
taken to Troop 6 and charged with the following crimes:

Robbery Second Degree (Felony)
Aggravated Menacing (Felony)
Possession of Shoplifter’s Tools (Felony)
Resisting Arrest With Force (Felony)
Shoplifting
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Criminal Impersonation

White was arraigned by Justice of the Peace Court 11 and
committed  to  Delores  J.  Baylor  Women’s  Correctional
Institution  on  $44,000  cash  bond.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Senior  Corporal
Leonard DeMalto

Released: 031623  1327

-End-
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Troopers  Warn  Public  About
Scammers  Posing  as  Delaware
State Police
The Delaware State Police is providing a Scam Alert Advisory.
This is a general alert that applies to the entire State of
Delaware.

The Delaware State Police has been investigating incidents in
which victims receive phone calls from subjects posing as
troopers  and  are  advised  they  are  wanted  and/or  owe  bail
money.   Many  of  the  victims  of  these  scams  have  been
individuals listed on the Delaware sex offender registry.

As a reminder, the Delaware State Police will never request
payment  for  fines,  traffic  tickets,  or  bail.  All  these
transactions are conducted by the respective court systems and
never  over  the  phone.  Electronic  payments  are  also  never
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requested via phone for court matters.

“Spoofing” can also be used as a form of deception during
these phone scams. Spoofing is when a caller deliberately
falsifies  the  information  transmitted  to  your  caller  ID
display to disguise their identity. Spoofing is often used to
trick someone into giving away valuable personal information
so it can be used in fraudulent activity or sold illegally.

The following tips can help you avoid becoming victim to a
scam:

Don’t  answer  calls  from  unknown  numbers.  If  you1.
accidentally do so by accident, hang up.
If a caller (live or recorded) suggests hitting a button2.
to stop receiving calls from them, hang up. This can be
a trick to engage you in conversation.
Never give out any personally identifiable information–3.
for example, account numbers, Social Security Number,
passwords or PINs, or your mother’s maiden name.
If a caller claims to be with a legitimate company, call4.
back using the phone number on a statement you have from
them, or on their verified, secure website.  This is
particularly important if the caller asks you to verify
personal information or make a payment.
If you are immediately pressured for information – be5.
cautious. You are not obligated to answer any question
asked of you.
Set  your  own  password  for  your  voicemail.   Some6.
voicemail services are set up to automatically allow
access to your mailbox if you call in from your own
phone. If a scammer spoofs your number, they can access
your voicemail if you have not set a password or PIN
requirement in place.
Use a call blocking tool (talk to your phone company) or7.
reputable  app  on  your  mobile  device.   There  are
different  options  for  different  platforms.  Do  some
research and choose the one that makes the most sense

https://www.security.org/identity-theft/what-is-pii/


for you.

You can learn more about phone scams here.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Sergeant  India
Sturgis

Released: 031623 1217

-End-
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School  Resource  Officer
Arrests  Student  Found  With
Gun
Yesterday the Delaware State Police arrested a 16-year-old
student at Sussex Central High School in Georgetown after he
was found to be in possession of a handgun on school property.

On March 15, 2023, at approximately 9:00 a.m., the school
resource officer at Sussex Central High School was notified by
staff that a student in the building had a firearm in his
possession. The trooper contacted the student and removed him
from his classroom. A search of the teen’s backpack led to the
discovery of an unloaded handgun with accompanying ammunition.
The gun was confiscated and the 16-year-old was taken into
custody without incident. No students or staff were harmed and
the school day proceeded as normal.
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The teen was taken to Troop 4 and charged with Possession of a
Weapon in a Safe School Zone (Felony). He was arraigned by
Justice of the Peace Court 3 and released on $2,500 unsecured
bond. He was also issued a no contact order with the Indian
River School District.
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99th  Delaware  State  Police
and  95th  Municipal  Recruit
Class Graduation
Colonel Melissa Zebley, the Superintendent of the Delaware
State Police, announces the graduation ceremonies for the 99th
Delaware State Police and 95th Municipal Recruit Class. The
graduation ceremony was held at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, March
9th, 2023, at Dover High School. The ceremonies recognized and
commemorated the successful completion of the Delaware State
Police Training Academy and consisted of 13 Delaware State
Troopers and 6 Municipal Officers representing the Bethany
Beach Police Department, Department of Natural Resources and
Environmental  Control-  Division  of  Parks  and  Recreation,
University of Delaware Police Department, Middletown Police
Department, and Smyrna Police Department.
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Dignitaries who addressed the class:
 

Governor John Carney

Attorney General Kathy Jennings

Secretary Nathaniel McQueen Jr.

Colonel Melissa Zebley
 

Class Speaker:
 

Officer Gregory Contorno, Bethany Beach
Police Department

 



Class Awards:
 

Trooper Jai’Rae Hammond (DSP) – Physical
Fitness Award

Awarded to the Recruit that demonstrated outstanding overall
excellence in Physical Fitness during training

 

Trooper Mitchell Leslie (DSP) –
Outstanding Proficiency in Police

Firearms Award
Awarded to the Delaware State Police Recruit that demonstrated
the highest proficiency in marksmanship and dedication to the

art of shooting

 

Officer Samuel Jester (UDPD) –
Outstanding Proficiency in Police

Firearms Award
Awarded to the Municipal Recruit that demonstrated the highest

proficiency in marksmanship and dedication to the art of
shooting

 

Officer Lori Ferguson (DNREC P&R) – DSP
Law Enforcement Core Values Award

Awarded to the Recruit that most exemplified the spirit of the
Academy’s Core Values of Honor, Integrity, Courage, Loyalty,

Attitude, Discipline, and Service



 

Trooper Colby Collins (DSP) – Secretary
of Safety & Homeland Security Award

Awarded to the Recruit whose abilities & actions demonstrated
exemplary commitment towards teamwork & service

 

Officer Patrick Henry (DNREC P&R) –
Delaware Association of Chiefs of Police

Award
Awarded to the Municipal Recruit that demonstrated the highest

qualities of leadership while attending the academy

 

Trooper Coleena Markovich (DSP) –
Governor’s Outstanding Recruit Trooper

Award
Awarded to the Delaware State Police Recruit that demonstrated
outstanding and overall leadership while attending the academy

 

 

99th DSP and 95th Municipal Class
 

DSP

Trooper Colby Collins

Trooper Alicia Evans



Trooper Jai’Rae Hammond

Trooper Ryan Jones

Trooper Mitchell Leslie

Trooper Markie Lewis

Trooper Coleena Markovich

Trooper Rene McKinnon

Trooper Brandon Ruiz

Trooper Michael Rummel

Trooper Jose Santos

Trooper Joseph Shanahan

Trooper Diana Torres

 

MUNICIPAL

Officer Gregory Contorno – Bethany Beach PD

Officer Lori Ferguson – DNREC P&R

Officer Patrick Henry – DNREC P&R

Officer Samuel Jester – UDPD

Officer Angel Padillo – Middletown PD

Officer Joseph Wunsch – Smyrna PD
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*Update – Victim Identified*
State  Police  Investigating
Fatal Single-Car Collision
The Delaware State Police has identified Denigres Domingo-
Domingo, 22, of Marydel Maryland as the man who died in a
fatal, which occurred outside of Hartly on March 10, 2023.

State  Police  Investigating  Fatal  Single-Car  Collision  –
Delaware State Police – State of Delaware

The Delaware State Police Troop 3 Collision Reconstruction
Unit  continues  to  investigate  this  incident.  Troopers  are
asking anyone who witnessed this collision to please contact
Master Corporal W. Booth by calling 302-698-8451. Information
may also be provided by sending a Private Facebook Message to
the  Delaware  State  Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.
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If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.
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*Update – Victim Identified*
State  Police  Investigating
Fatal Hit-and-Run Crash
The Delaware State Police have identified the man who died in
a hit-and-run collision that occurred in Wilmington on March
12, 2023, as Kevin C. Kelley, 79, of Wilmington, Delaware.

State Police Investigating Fatal Hit-and-Run Crash

The Delaware State Police Troop 2 Collision Reconstruction
Unit  continues  to  investigate  this  incident.  Troopers  are
asking anyone who witnessed this collision to please contact
Sergeant J. Jefferson by calling 302-365-8484. Information may
also be provided by sending a Private Facebook Message to
the  Delaware  State  Police  or  contacting  Delaware  Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.
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If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.
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Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
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Troopers  Arrest  Man  on  Gun
Charges  Following  Traffic
Stop
The Delaware State Police have arrested 19-year-old Shyheim
Drayton-Upshur  of  Seaford,  Delaware  on  felony  gun  charges
following a traffic stop that occurred in Seaford early this
morning.

On March 12, 2023, at approximately 1:05 a.m., a trooper on
patrol saw a gray Nissan Altima traveling eastbound on Concord
Road in the area of Bethel Concord Road. The trooper observed
as the driver of the Altima crossed the double-yellow line and
illegally passed the car in front of it. The trooper stopped
the Nissan and made contact with the occupants, which included
front-seat  passenger  Shyheim  Drayton-Upshur.  The  trooper
smelled  marijuana  coming  from  inside  of  the  car,  and  all

https://dsp.delaware.gov/2023/03/12/troopers-arrest-man-on-gun-charges-following-traffic-stop-3/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2023/03/12/troopers-arrest-man-on-gun-charges-following-traffic-stop-3/
https://dsp.delaware.gov/2023/03/12/troopers-arrest-man-on-gun-charges-following-traffic-stop-3/


occupants were asked to exit the vehicle so a probable cause
search could be conducted. During the search, troopers found a
loaded handgun that was concealed under the front-passenger
seat. Drayton-Upshur was subsequently taken into custody at
the scene without incident. A computer check of Drayton-Upshur
showed that he is a convicted felon prohibited from possessing
firearms and/or ammunition.

Drayton-Upshur  was  taken  to  Troop  5  and  charged  with  the
following crimes:

Possession of a Firearm by a Person Prohibited (Felony)
Possession of Ammunition by a Person Prohibited (Felony)
Possession  of  a  Firearm  During  the  Commission  of  a
Felony (Felony)
Carrying a Concealed Firearm (Felony)

Drayton-Upshur was arraigned by Justice of the Peace Court 3
and committed to Sussex Correctional Institution on $90,000
cash bond.
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