
State  Police  Arrest
Pennsylvania Man for Illegal
Gun  Possession  Following
Trespass Investigation
The  Delaware  State  Police  arrested  40-year-old  Joseph
Hertkorn,  of  Linwood,  Pennsylvania,  on  felony  firearm  and
related charges in connection with a trespass investigation
Sunday afternoon in Wilmington.

On March 22, 2026, at approximately 4:30 p.m., a business in
the 300 block of Naamans Road reported they saw male suspect
on their camera system walking around their property holding
bolt cutters. The caller reported concerns that the man may
try  to  force  entry  into  the  building  and  provided  his
description  for  responding  troopers.

A responding trooper located a man matching the description,
later identified as Joseph Hertkorn, walking on Naamans Road
near  the  business  while  carrying  bolt  cutters.  When  the
trooper attempted to detain him, Hertkorn fled on foot and
jumped over a fence toward a nearby home improvement store.
During the foot pursuit, the trooper observed Hertkorn discard
a handgun.

Additional troopers responded to the area, and Hertkorn was
taken  into  custody  without  further  incident.  A  search  of
Hertkorn  revealed  drug  paraphernalia  and  troopers  also
recovered  the  loaded  handgun  from  a  nearby  wooded  area.
Further investigation determined Hertkorn is prohibited from
possessing a firearm due to a prior violent felony conviction.

Hertkorn was taken to Troop 1 where he was charged with the
below listed crimes, arraigned by Justice of the Peace Court
11,  and  committed  to  the  Howard  R.  Young  Correctional
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Institution  on  a  $44,600  cash  bond.

Possession of a Firearm if Previously Convicted of a
Violent Felony (Felony)
Possession of a Firearm by a Person Prohibited (Felony)
Carrying a Concealed Deady Weapon (Felony)
Possession of Burglar Tools (Felony)
Resisting Arrest
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia
Criminal Trespass Second Degree


