
State Police Arrest Man for
Sexual Abuse and Assault
The Delaware State Police have arrested 52-year-old Darren
Gingerich of Greenwood, Delaware on numerous counts of sexual
abuse  and  assault  following  an  investigation  that  began
earlier this week.

On  the  afternoon  of  May  15,  2023,  an  18-year-old  woman
responded to Troop 5 to report that she had been threatened by
Darren Gingerich the previous day. State Police detectives
learned that Gingerich had been at an event with the victim
when he forced her to leave early. Once they left, Gingerich
took the victim’s cell phone and drove her to an isolated
location. The victim tried to exit the car, but Gingerich
pointed a handgun at her and threatened to kill her. Gingerich
eventually drove the victim back to her home, and when he left
she went to Troop 5 to report the incident.

While the victim was at Troop 5, troopers were dispatched to
Gingerich’s  residence  on  Hunters  Cove  Road  in  Greenwood
regarding  a  house  fire.  Firefighters  from  the  Greenwood
Volunteer Fire Company extinguished the flames, and the Office
of the State Fire Marshal responded to investigate. The State
Fire Marshal learned that Gingerich had intentionally set his
residence on fire, and EMS personnel had taken Gingerich to
the hospital for medical treatment.

Once  the  fire  was  extinguished,  troopers  secured  the
residential scene. On May 16, detectives from the Criminal
Investigations Unit executed a search warrant on the home and
recovered several firearms. Gingerich was released from the
hospital later that day, taken to Troop 4 by troopers, and
charged with the following crimes:

Possession of a Deadly Weapon During the Commission of a
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Felony (Felony)
Kidnapping Second Degree (Felony)
Aggravated Menacing (Felony)
Terroristic Threatening
Malicious Interference with Emergency Communications

Gingerich was also charged by the State Fire Marshal with
Arson Second Degree, a felony.

Gingerich was arraigned by Justice of the Peace Court 2 and
committed to Sussex Correctional Institution on $97,200 total
cash bond.

Detectives from the Criminal Investigations Unit continued to
investigate  Gingerich’s  past  interactions  with  the  victim.
Detectives  discovered  that  Gingerich  had  sexually  and
physically abused the victim repeatedly since she was eight
years old. Detectives subsequently charged Gingerich with the
following additional crimes:

Rape Second Degree (Felony) – 3 counts
Attempted Rape Second Degree (Felony)
Continuous Sexual Abuse of a Child (Felony)
Unlawful Sexual Contact First Degree (Felony) – 4 counts
Providing Obscenity Material to a Juvenile (Felony)
Unlawful  Sexual  Contact  Second  Degree  (Felony)  –  2
counts
Sexual Abuse of a Child by a Person of Trust Second
Degree (Felony)

Gingerich was arraigned on these charges by Justice of the
Peace  Court  2,  and  he  remains  incarcerated  at  Sussex
Correctional Institution on an additional $361,000 cash bond.

The  Troop  4  Criminal  Investigations  Unit  is  still
investigating  this  incident  and  any  similar  incidents
involving Darren Gingerich. Detectives are asking for anyone
with information to contact Detective R. Mitchell by calling
302-752-3794. Information may also be provided by sending a



Private  Facebook  Message  to  the  Delaware  State  Police  or
contacting Delaware Crime Stoppers at 1-800-847-3333.

If you or someone you know is a victim or witness of a crime
or  have  lost  a  loved  one  to  a  sudden  death  and  need
assistance, the Delaware State Police Victim Services Unit
/ Delaware Victim Center is available to offer you support and
resources 24 hours a day through a toll-free hotline at 1-800-
VICTIM-1  (1-800-842-8461).  You  may  also  email  the  Victim
Services Unit at DSP_VictimServicesMail@delaware.gov.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Website

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Visit our civilian job opening page at:

Civilian Careers – Delaware State Police – State of
Delaware

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Leave  a  comment  regarding  DSP’s  compliance  with  CALEA
Accreditation  Standards.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Senior  Corporal
Leonard DeMalto
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