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Delaware State Police Sergeant Gary Fournier of Delaware State
Police  Troop  3  Patrol  was  recently  recognized  by  Special
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Olympics Delaware as the recipient of the 2022 Winnie Spence
Torch Runner of the Year. The Torch Runner of the Year award
is the most prestigious honor presented to a law enforcement
officer who supports the ideals, values, and principles of the
Delaware Law Enforcement for Special Olympics movement.

Sergeant Fournier received this award at a ceremony held on
April 12, 2022, for his extensive involvement with Special
Olympics Delaware (SODE). Over 25 years ago, Sergeant Fournier
began volunteering with Special Olympics Delaware as a recruit
trooper. However, his passion for this program started as a
young child growing up in New York. Sergeant Fournier has fond
memories of attending Special Olympic competitions to watch
his cousin participate in various events. As a result, when he
had the chance to participate in the Special Olympics Torch
Run as a Recruit Trooper in the Delaware State Police Training
Academy, he did so without hesitation.

Since  his  initial  Torch  Run  approximately  25  years  ago,
Sergeant Fournier’s involvement has expanded in positions held
and time spent volunteering with Special Olympics. In 2012, he
became a member of the Delaware Law Enforcement for Special
Olympics Executive Committee and served in Kent County as a
fundraiser and leg coordinator for the annual Law Enforcement
Torch Run. In addition, Sergeant Fournier used his experience
as  a  Delaware  State  Police  Public  Information  Officer  to
ensure messaging related to the Torch Run events, activities,
and purpose was effectively communicated to the community and
media.

In  addition,  as  the  Delaware  State  Police  Motorcycle
Supervisor,  Sergeant  Fournier  has  coordinated  motorcycle
escorts for several SODE events, including the Torch Run, Ride
to the Tide, and Truck Convoy events. He is also involved as a
volunteer and participant in events such as Dodgeball Madness,
Over the Edge, 5k Run to the Plunge, and the Polar Bear
Plunge. In 2019, through his work with the Special Olympics of
Delaware was awarded the honor of representing Delaware in the



2019 Law Enforcement Torch Run for the Special Olympics Final
Leg at the World Games in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

At the 2022 Summer Games Opening Ceremony, Sergeant Fournier
will be presenting the “Flame of Hope” to the Athlete of the
Year, Steve Dagg. It will be one more opportunity for Sergeant
Fournier  to  present  an  athlete  with  a  symbol  of
accomplishment,  as  he  has  done  numerous  times.  Special
Olympics Delaware credits Sergeant Fournier’s efforts over the
past 25 years for what contributed to him winning the title of
2022 “Winnie Spence Torch Runner of the Year.”

Congratulations, Sergeant Fournier, for your accomplishment,
and thank you for proudly representing the Delaware State
Police.

You can follow the Delaware State Police by clicking on:

Delaware State Police Official Web Site

Facebook

Twitter

Nextdoor

Please tell us how we’re doing via our Citizen Satisfaction
Survey.

Presented  by  Public  Information  Officer,  Sergeant  Heather
Pepper
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