
20th Annual
Delaware State Police
Homicide Conference

Oct. 19 - Oct. 23, 2015

The Conference will provide a forum 
for intensive training and education  
in medico-legal death investigation 
and comprehensive instruction on  
the basic techniques in forensic 
pathology.

Nationally and regionally recognized 
instructors will lecture on state-of-
the-art technology and management 
advances in aspects of homicide 
investigation such as crime scene 
reconstruction, interview and  
interrogation, forensic pathology and 
their practical application in law 
enforcement.

Monday, October 19 - Dover Downs Hotel and 
Casino Fire and Ice Lounge Reception

Tuesday, October 20 - Dover Downs Hotel and 
Casino Dinner at Frankie's

Wednesday, October 21 - Delaware State Police 
Museum Tour and Dover Downs Hotel Buffet

Thursday, October 22 - Dover Downs Hotel and 
Casino Dinner Banquet

NetworkiNg eveNts

Check in/Registration: 
Dover Downs Hotel and Casino 
1131 N. DuPont Hwy., Dover, DE 19901
Monday 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.

Class Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon

The conference fee is $525.00 per attendee. This 
fee includes all class materials and three meals 
and two breaks Monday through Thursday, and 
breakfast and a break on Friday. The fee also 
includes the costs of all evening networking 
events. To enroll call (302) 741-2733

Registration & Payment Deadline:
October 9, 2015 - Seating limited to the first 150 
applicants

Lodging:
Dover Downs Hotel and Casino
1131 N. Dupont Hwy., Dover, DE 19901
Telephone: (800) 711-5882
Govt. Rate: $83.00 +tax per night (First Come, 
First Serve - Limited Rooms Available) then 
$135.00 +tax per night. Group Code GHOM15. 
Double or single occupancy

Holiday Inn Express Hotel
1780 North Dupont Hwy., Dover, DE 19901
Telephone: (302) 678-0600
Govt. Rate: $101.00 +tax per night
Standard room

Course iNformatioN

Directions:
From Baltimore, Washington or Richmond via the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge: Take US 50/301 across 
the bridge. Follow US 301 North to Maryland 
Route 302 (right turn at mile marker 102). Turn 
right onto Maryland Route 454 at Templeville. 
Route 454 becomes Route 8 at the Delaware 
state line. In Dover, turn left onto US 13 North 
(N. DuPont Hwy.). Dover Downs Hotel & Casino 
is located approximately two miles further on 
the right. Dover is about 50 miles from the Bay 
Bridge.

From Areas South of the Chesapeake Bay via 
Bridge-Tunnel: At Norfolk, cross the Bridge-
Tunnel and follow US 13 North to Dover, approx-
imately 170 miles from the Bridge-Tunnel. Dover 
Downs Hotel & Casino is located two miles north 
of downtown on the right.

From Baltimore or Washington via Interstate 95:
From I-695 (the Baltimore Beltway), take I-95 
North to exit 4A. Take US 1 to Exit 104. Turn left 
at the light onto US 13 South (N. DuPont Hwy.). 
Dover Downs Hotel & Casino is located approxi-
mately two miles further on the left.

From Areas Served by the Pennsylvania Turnpike:
Take the turnpike East to the Valley Forge Exit, 
then US 202 South to US 13 South. Follow US 13 
South to the split with Route 1 South. Take Route 
1 South to Exit 104 (50 cent toll/exact change 
only). Turn left on US 13 South (N. DuPont Hwy.). 
Dover Downs Hotel & Casino is located approx-
imately two miles further on the left. Dover is 
about 70 miles from Center City Philadelphia.

From Philadelphia or Trenton: Take I-95 South to 
I-495 South to Exit 1 (US 13 South exit). Follow 
US 13 South to the split with Route 1 South. 
Take Route 1 South to Exit 104 (50 cent toll). 
Turn left onto US 13 South (N. DuPont Hwy.). 
Dover Downs Hotel & Casino is located approx-
imately two miles further on the left. Dover is 
about 70 miles from Center City Philadelphia.



Domestic Violence Related Homicides -
Sgt. Michael Coker served as a police officer for 20 
years in the Portsmouth, Virginia Police Department. He 
worked in the supervisory capacity in both the Homicide 
and Robbery Bureaus. 
Mr. Coker is also a court certified instructor in the field 
of family violence and is a past Board of Director's mem-
ber of Help Emergency Response (HER) - a local battered 
women's shelter in Portsmouth, Virginia.

Crime Scene Management -
Lt. Tom Martin retired from the New York State Police. 
He holds several forensic science certifications and  
regularly gives expert forensic testimony in various state 
and federal courts. He is a national speaker who has 
instructed at numerous law enforcement training  
seminars across the country, including several lectures 
in Washington D.C., which included presentations to the 
Executive Office of the National Institute of Justice and 
members of the United States Congress. Lt. Martin has 
appeared on Court TV as an Expert Guest Analyst and 
has been featured on the Law Enforcement Television 
Network (LETN); the HBO Series “Autopsy” and the Court 
TV series “Trace Evidence”.

BTK Killer Investigation -
Kelly Otis is the Chief of Criminal Investigations with the 
District Attorney's Office in Wichita, Kansas. The office 
is the largest DA's office in the state and has a staff of 
over 60 prosecutors. Kelly has been a police officer for 
28 years. He spent 22 years with the Wichita Police 
Department-working in patrol, undercover investiga-
tions, and 10 years in the Homicide Division. Kelly has 
supervised major crime investigations out of the District 
Attorney's office since 2007.

Police Officer Involved Shootings -
Sgt. Dave Rivers (Ret.) is a 27 year veteran of the  
Miami-Dade Police Department (20 years in Homicide). 
During his tenure he supervised the Cold Case Squad 
and the Polygraph Section of the Homicide Bureau. 
Sgt. Rivers is Board Certified by the American College 
of Forensic Examiners in the field of Crime Scene 
Reconstruction and Homicide Procedures. He has  
lectured throughout the United States, England and 
Canada.

Interview and Interrogation -
Lt. Jerry Lewis, M.A., retired from the New Jersey State 
Police after twenty-five years of service. He was the 
supervisor of the Violent Crime Analysis and Polygraph 
Unit. He has been a polygraph examiner for thirty-two 
years and has conducted more than 3500 criminal-spe-
cific examinations. He has been recognized as an expert 

in Statement Analysis. He was one of the first detectives 
in the United States to be trained in this technique,  
having analyzed thousands of statements since that 
time. He has been teaching Statement Analysis since 
1984 and regularly consults with other law enforcement 
agencies on serious and complex investigations. He has 
conducted interviews for every type of crime and has 
elicited more than 50 murder confessions.

Sandy Hook, Lessons Learned - 
David DelVecchia is a 21 year veteran of the Connecticut 
State Police. He currently holds the rank of Lieutenant 
and is assigned as the commanding officer of the 
Western District Major Crime Squad. The other assign-
ments during his career consisted of Troop command-
ing officer, Troop executive officer, Training Academy 
executive officer, Western District Major Crime Acting 
Commanding Officer, Executive Officer, Sergeant & 
detective and Troop patrol. The majority of his career, 
experience and training are in the area of criminal inves-
tigations & major crimes. Lt DelVecchia has received 
numerous awards, citations and recognition for his  
service and performance of duties while investigating 
serious complex criminal cases. He is a graduate of 
the FBI National Academy session 259.  He has a B.S. 
degree in Justice & Law Administration from Western 
Connecticut State University.  

Boston Marathon Bombing -
Eric Gahagan has been a trooper with the 
Massachusetts State Police for 20 years, a bomb  
technician for 15 years and an EDK9 Handler for 14 
years. Eric has a vast amount of experience relative 
to explosive detection canine training and operations, 
homemade explosives, SWAT integration, and counter 
IED response with more than 3,000 calls to service as 
a bomb technician. As a senior technician within the 
bomb squad, he is responsible for the development of 
training for the squad as well as assisting the bomb 
squad commander on operational considerations. He 
has lectured hundreds of times over the years on a wide 
range of topics and was a plank owner and lead instruc-
tor for the ATF HME IPD course teaching 28 out of the 
first 30 classes presented. Eric has instructed Explosive 
Breaching and SWAT Interoperability operational courses 
and has been assisting the Australian Government with 
the development of the country’s HME training since 
2011. He is an adjunct instructor for Dr. Jimmie Oxley’s 
“Fundamentals of Explosives” course at the University of 
Rhode Island and a SME and consultant for QinetiQ on 
robotic operations and training development.
Currently Eric has been lecturing on operational lessons 
learned relative to the Boston Marathon Attack and pro-
viding operators with training relative to a progressive 

dismounted approach to counter IED operations. As 
one of the senior bomb technicians in Massachusetts 
at the time of the attack, Eric took on a leadership role 
that week and was involved in counter IED operations 
to include the pursuit of the bombing suspects and the 
post blast investigation.
In 2013, Eric formed Operational Preparedness Solution 
(OPS15) with Bill Qualls, Massachusetts State Police 
Bomb Squad Commander, which connects some of  
the most experienced and progressive operators inter-
nationally for the purposes of training, consulting and 
preparing others. The company’s motto, “Unconventional 
Training” is the basis of all training courses delivered. 
OPS15 provides real world operational expertise to those 
looking to push forward against hazardous threats.

Trial Preparation and Courtroom Strategies -
Gregory Babowal - Delaware Deputy Attorney General
The Honorable Jerry Carter - Nassau County,  
 NY Trial Judge
The Honorable John Hughes - Federal Magistrate,
 NJ (Retired)
Tom Charron - District Attorney (GA, Retired, Current  
 Court Administrator)
Andrew Heffernan - Asst. District Attorney,  
 Suffolk County, NY
Ronald Beckoff - Criminal Defense Attorney, NY
Lou Ferrerra - Criminal Defense Attorney, DE (Retired)

Forensic Pathology -
Dr. Gary Collins is Delaware's Chief Medical Examiner.  
He comes to the Division of Forensic Science having 
served for over seven years in the Philadelphia Medical 
Examiner’s Office including two years as Deputy Chief 
Medical Examiner, with forensic, pathology and court 
experience. He is sure to provide a fresh perspective 
to the position and will help us reinvigorate this new 
Division of Forensic Science.
Dr. Collins, a graduate of the University of West Indies, 
completed his pathology residency at the University of 
South Florida and his forensic pathology residency at 
the Drexel University College of Medicine. He is also 
board certified in anatomic and clinical pathology and 
forensic pathology.
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