
21st Annual
Delaware State Police
Homicide Conference

Oct. 24 - Oct. 28, 2016

The Conference will provide a forum 
for intensive training and education  
in medico-legal death investigation 
and comprehensive instruction on  
the basic techniques in forensic 
pathology.

Nationally and regionally recognized 
instructors will lecture on state-of-
the-art technology and management 
advances in aspects of homicide 
investigation such as crime scene 
reconstruction, interview and  
interrogation, forensic pathology and 
their practical application in law 
enforcement.

Monday, October 24 - Dover Downs Hotel and 
Casino Fire and Ice Lounge Reception

Tuesday, October 25 - Dover Downs Hotel and 
Casino Dinner at Frankie's

Wednesday, October 26 - Delaware State Police 
Museum Tour and Dover Downs Hotel Buffet

Thursday, October 27 - Networking Dinner

Networking Events

Check in/Registration: 
Dover Downs Hotel and Casino 
1131 N. DuPont Hwy., Dover, DE 19901
Monday 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.

Class Hours:
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon

The conference fee is $525.00 per attendee. This 
fee includes all class materials and three meals 
and two breaks Monday through Thursday, and 
breakfast and a break on Friday. The fee also 
includes the costs of all evening networking 
events. To enroll call (302) 741-2733

Registration & Payment Deadline:
October 14, 2016 - Seating limited to the first 150 
applicants

Lodging:
Dover Downs Hotel and Casino
1131 N. Dupont Hwy., Dover, DE 19901
Telephone: (800) 711-5882
Govt. Rate: $89.00 +tax per night (First Come, 
First Serve - Limited Rooms Available) then 
$135.00 +tax per night. Group Code GHOM16. 
Double or single occupancy

Holiday Inn Express Hotel
1780 North Dupont Hwy., Dover, DE 19901
Telephone: (302) 678-0600
Govt. Rate: $89.00 +tax per night
Standard room

Course Information

Directions:
From Baltimore, Washington or Richmond via the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge: Take US 50/301 across 
the bridge. Follow US 301 North to Maryland 
Route 302 (right turn at mile marker 102). Turn 
right onto Maryland Route 454 at Templeville. 
Route 454 becomes Route 8 at the Delaware 
state line. In Dover, turn left onto US 13 North 
(N. DuPont Hwy.). Dover Downs Hotel & Casino 
is located approximately two miles further on 
the right. Dover is about 50 miles from the Bay 
Bridge.

From Areas South of the Chesapeake Bay via 
Bridge-Tunnel: At Norfolk, cross the Bridge-
Tunnel and follow US 13 North to Dover, approx-
imately 170 miles from the Bridge-Tunnel. Dover 
Downs Hotel & Casino is located two miles north 
of downtown on the right.

From Baltimore or Washington via Interstate 95:
From I-695 (the Baltimore Beltway), take I-95 
North to exit 4A. Take US 1 to Exit 104. Turn left 
at the light onto US 13 South (N. DuPont Hwy.). 
Dover Downs Hotel & Casino is located approxi-
mately two miles further on the left.

From Areas Served by the Pennsylvania Turnpike:
Take the turnpike East to the Valley Forge Exit, 
then US 202 South to US 13 South. Follow US 13 
South to the split with Route 1 South. Take Route 
1 South to Exit 104 (50 cent toll/exact change 
only). Turn left on US 13 South (N. DuPont Hwy.). 
Dover Downs Hotel & Casino is located approx-
imately two miles further on the left. Dover is 
about 70 miles from Center City Philadelphia.

From Philadelphia or Trenton: Take I-95 South to 
I-495 South to Exit 1 (US 13 South exit). Follow 
US 13 South to the split with Route 1 South. 
Take Route 1 South to Exit 104 (50 cent toll). 
Turn left onto US 13 South (N. DuPont Hwy.). 
Dover Downs Hotel & Casino is located approx-
imately two miles further on the left. Dover is 
about 70 miles from Center City Philadelphia.



Domestic Violence Related Homicides -
Retired Sergeant Michael Coker served as a police 
officer for 20 years in the Portsmouth, Virginia Police 
Department. He worked in the supervisory capacity in 
both the Homicide and Robbery Bureaus. 
Mr. Coker is also a court certified instructor in the field 
of family violence and is a past Board of Director's mem-
ber of Help Emergency Response (HER) - a local battered 
women's shelter in Portsmouth, Virginia.

Crime Scene Management -
Lieutenant Tom Martin retired from the New York State 
Police. He holds several forensic science certifications 
and regularly gives expert forensic testimony in various 
state and federal courts. He is a national speaker who 
has instructed at numerous law enforcement training  
seminars across the country, including several lectures 
in Washington D.C., which included presentations to the 
Executive Office of the National Institute of Justice and 
members of the United States Congress. Lt. Martin has 
appeared on Court TV as an Expert Guest Analyst and 
has been featured on the Law Enforcement Television 
Network (LETN); the HBO Series “Autopsy” and the Court 
TV series “Trace Evidence”.

BTK Killer Investigation -
Kelly Otis is the Chief of Criminal Investigations with the 
District Attorney's Office in Wichita, Kansas. The office 
is the largest DA's office in the state and has a staff of 
over 60 prosecutors. Kelly has been a police officer for 
30 years. He spent 22 years with the Wichita Police 
Department-working in patrol, undercover investiga-
tions, and 10 years in the Homicide Division. Kelly has 
supervised major crime investigations out of the District 
Attorney's office since 2007.

Police Officer Involved Shootings -
Sergeant Dave Rivers (Ret.) is a 27 year veteran of the  
Miami-Dade Police Department (20 years in Homicide). 
During his tenure he supervised the Cold Case Squad 
and the Polygraph Section of the Homicide Bureau. 
Sgt. Rivers is Board Certified by the American College 
of Forensic Examiners in the field of Crime Scene 
Reconstruction and Homicide Procedures. He has  
lectured throughout the United States, England and 
Canada.

Interview and Interrogation -
Jay Koerner was a Special Agent of the FBI for thirty-two 
years. He was a Supervisor in the Counterintelligence 
Training Unit at FBI Headquarters where he pro-
vided training to Special Agents in the areas of 
Counterintelligence investigations, Double Agent oper-
ations, Informant and Asset development, Espionage 

investigations, and interviewing and interrogation 
techniques. In addition to teaching FBI personnel Mr. 
Koerner provided a wide array of training to members 
of various Department of Defense components, offi-
cers of the CIA, NSA investigators, employees of the 
Departments of State, Justice, Energy, and Commerce. 
He also lectured to security officials employed at numer-
ous private industries involved in classified research, 
development and manufacturing.
After his retirement from the FBI, Mr. Koerner was hired 
as a contractor to lecture at the FBI Academy providing 
instruction to specialized counterintelligence classes and 
to address FBI executives in various strategic approach-
es to combating the foreign intelligence threat. 
During his career with the FBI, Mr. Koerner received in 
excess of 50 personal commendations, was nominated 
for the Director’s Award for excellence, and was named 
the Exceptional HUMINT Collector for the intelligence 
community by the CIA. In 1991 he was the Tampa Bay 
Chamber of Commerce Law Enforcement Officer of the 
Year. In 1996 he was awarded the FBI Star for wounds 
sustained in the line of duty.
  
Homicide Investigations Best Practices -
Retired Captain Brian E. Russell serves as an investiga-
tor supervisor with the Virginia Department of Juvenile 
Justice, Gang Management Unit. In this position, he 
oversees the investigations of criminal gang activi-
ties involving juveniles under the care of the Virginia 
Department of Juvenile Justice. 
In 2011, Mr. Russell retired from the Richmond, 
Virginia, Police Department as the Captain and 
Commander of the Major Crimes Division. Before his 
promotion to Captain, he served five years as the Officer 
in Charge of the Homicide Unit. 
From 2010 to the present, the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance asked Mr. Russell to participate on a homi-
cide unit assessment team that has conducted several 
assessments and has provided training at the con-
clusions of those assessments. In 2013, the Office of 
Justice Programs asked Mr. Russell to conduct several 
assessments of homicide units. In 2013, Mr. Russell 
assisted in the project that resulted in the publication 
of the Homicide Process Mapping: Best Practices for 
Increasing Homicide Clearances. 

Dennis Ravers Homicide (Banther Investigation) -
John Evans has twenty-eight years of experience as 
a Trooper with the Delaware State Police, with a con-
centration in operations and criminal investigations.  
He holds the rank of Major and is a member of the 
Executive Staff, where he currently oversees statewide 
Special Operations to include the Intelligence Section, 
Aviation Section, SORT and the Homicide Unit to name 

a few. Prior to that, Major Evans was the Administrative 
Officer, where he had oversight of the Delaware State 
Police budget, Human Resources and Training.  
Before joining the Executive Staff, Major Evans was the 
Commander of Criminal Investigations from 2009–2012, 
where he provided case management and oversight on 
felony level criminal investigations involving Fraud, 
Youth Crimes, Burglary, Robbery and Sex Crimes.  
From 2002–2009, Major Evans was the Section Chief/
Commander of the state-wide Homicide Unit, where he 
provided case management and oversight of approxi-
mately 100 homicide cases. In addition, Major Evans 
assisted in Divisional policy review and revisions related 
to Deadly Force and he conducted investigations sur-
rounding numerous deadly force events. Major Evans 
has provided advanced and progressive training through 
lectures on topics including major case management, 
death investigation and deadly force.  
Prior to 2002, Major Evans spent ten years as a criminal 
investigator, during which time he investigated homi-
cides, sex crimes, burglary and fraud.

New Castle County Courthouse Shooting 
(Matusiewicz Case) -
Retired Detective Jeffrey Shriner, New Castle County 
Police Department
Lieutenant Millard Greer, Delaware State Police
Special Agent Joseph Gordon, FBI
Prosecutor Jamie McCall, Assistant United States 
Attorney
The Honorable Peggy Ableman, Delaware Superior Court 
(Retired)
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DELAWARE STATE POLICE 
21ST ANNUAL HOMICIDE CONFERENCE 
OUT OF STATE REGISTRATION FORM 

OCTOBER 24 – 28, 2016 
 
NAME:  _______________________________________________________________ 
                          (Please print or type)  
 
POSITION / TITLE:  __________________________________________________ 
 
AGENCY / ORGANIZATION:  _________________________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS: _________________________________________________ 
 
                                           _________________________________________________ 
 
                                           _________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE:  ____________________    FAX:    __________________________ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________ 
 
PLAN TO ATTEND NETWORKING DINNER:  _______(YES)   _______(NO) 
(Thursday evening – October 27, 2016 – Casual attire)  
 
 

 Please complete a separate registration form for each attendee from 
your agency and mail to the address listed below, fax to (302) 739-
2459, or e-mail to Ashley.torbert@state.de.us   

 
 
TUITION COST:  $525.00 PER PERSON.  Fee includes course materials, all 
meals (continental breakfast and lunch provided each day at the 
conference, and dinner at a designated location) Tax I.D. Number:  
516000279.   
 

CHECK PAYABLE TO:  DELAWARE STATE POLICE HOMICIDE UNIT 
 

MAIL TO:        Delaware State Police Homicide Unit 
       C/O Captain Melissa Hukill 
     P. O. Box 430 
     Dover, Delaware 19903 

 
 
Information Inquiries: 
Captain Melissa Hukill 
Telephone – (302) 741-2727 or (302) 739-5939 
Fax No. – (302) 739-2459 
E-mail - Melissa.hukill@state.de.us 

mailto:Ashley.torbert@state.de.us
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